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> Instead of these measures and this recommendation, what shall we see ? DtMites about the ¢ spatches 
. of ot Fox, as compaced with the dispatches of Lord Mulgrave ; and about the management of the tourth 
‘ Coalition, as compare. to, the martagement of the third coaligion. Debates about Mr Wifidham’s training 
bill, as compared with Mr Pitt's parish bill, We shall hear set speeches of two or three hours long 4 we 
shall hear joke against joke ; we shall hear a lotid and tudanitrious call for sacrifices from the people ; bit, 
not one word shall we hear of sacrifices for thé people + thongh, on all hands, it will be allowed, that the 
Crisis #s most alarming.” ——Potiticit Rkaisrer, Q0th December 1806. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. none but a gentleman is either to be 
Messrs. Watrsreab anv Repieap | challenged ot fought with, What con- 
Yorke. (Conit » from poge Qi) | stitutes a getitleman? Is Lirth required > 
As a mode of deciding disputes, duelling No. Is station? No Is property? No, 
yields not, in any one reapect, to the | Are talents? No. 13 integrity? No, no! 
ancient thode of trying orthodoxy im re- | What then? Why, 4 pretty good syit of 
ligion by walking blindfolded over red-hot | clothes, whether paid for or not; a carriage, 
plough-shares. ‘The disputant who las | or, at least, a horse, no matter to whom 
the worst of it, is, of course, the aggtieved | belonzing; a rotten carcass, Jank jaws, a 
arty, and, it as regularly follows, that the | dirty-looking skin, sleepy-ldoking eyes, a 
injury niust be in an exact proportion tothe | voice half nasal and half gutteral, resembling 
feein which he is in the wrong, and ac- | the noise of a hen that has got the roop, 
confing to that degree myst be the magni- | To bea bastard of 4 mana of some quality or 
tudé of the *‘ satisfaction” which he bas to | fashion, or to have fathered the bastard of 
demand. Philosophers and Iogicians have | some stich man, is regarded as sufficient to 
béeti employed in discovering truth; | supply the place of mahy deficiencies ; and 

aad in laying down rales for communicating { to profess atheism, either from ignorance or 
dt to otliers; and, I think, it may safely be | perverseness, while, at the shake ofa fever 
asserted, that the patrons of duelling; with-,; they tremble from apprehensions of aii here- 
out either study, or brains wherewith to | alter, is ati absolute requisite, -.—And 
“gtudy, have discovered and applied, as far as" these, good God! “these are the ctea. 
they have been able, an infallible mtode of | tutes, “tu lash whom, collectively and indi- 
secuting the. empire of ignorance and | viduolly, with both tongue and pen, is the 
faisthcod——But, to exposes. man to. daty of every good man; ‘these are the crea- 
the hazard of his life; or to insist. upon | titres who cal} themselves gentlemen, aud 
the right of calling him a coward, be- whio refuse to notice the lashings. and kick. 
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cause fie has exposed to the world that he | ings an! cufiings, which they receive from 
possesses more talents or virtue*than you | thosé/whoni they have the iusolence to con- 
sossess, absurd as it is, is not more so thanthe | sider as beneath them !—There is, however, 
aws and distinctions of the noble scietice of | ohé notable exception to this their rule; and, 
duelling. You are told, that the principal use | thats, when they ‘happen ty mect with a 
of it is, to preserve good manners amovgst | man; in what they term low-life, who has 
frentlemen ; arid yet it is a rele, that clergy- | the ability to expose any such of them as 
men ate not to be challenged. Why not? | live*by plundering the public, they regard 
To auswer that question would puzzle a | sucly a man as a common enemy ; they 
wiset héad than any dueller ever yet wore. | make common cause against him; they per- 

For, aclergyman is, surely, to be coti- . ceive, that, if he lives, they must run the 
sidered a gentleman; and, if the pretence _ risk of starving ; and, as they have natural- 
be, that ducliing is immoral, and, therefore, | ly en aversion to the galiows, from some fa- 
Niot to ‘be allowed in a clergyman, then it is | mily, or other feeling, they choose the sa- 
unjustifiable in. other men; and, though, | fer way of conring at him, if he be fool 
hike swearing, it may be more paiticularly | enough, by that of a duel, from the legal 
odions and, perhaps, more criminal ina cler- | cousequences of which they have ‘liule 
gyman, yet it will not bear justification in ! apprehensions. From scoundrels of this de- 
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other men any more than swearing will | scription, what man, possessed of dreaded 


bear it——But, another rule, is, that | talents and integrity, wold ever escape ? 
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9°5) 
They would meet in scores, and, like the cai- 
fiffs of a forlorn hope, draw cuts who should 
first venture his worthless lite. Such aman, 
in place of being, as he ought to be, more 
eecure than men in general ; fustead of feel 

ig his lifé cherished and protected with pe- 
cutar care, would be a target for every poli- 
t':al villain to fire at. In short, were the 
aoutinable notions of the duell-rs to be 
adupted aud applied according to their ca- 
price, there must, at once, be an end of ail 
satire, of al crilicism,- of all comment, 
either in writing orin speech, and the pub- 
lic mustteco ne a prey to the avarice and 
te profligacy of peculators and plunderers 
of every sort and size.——IJn_ applying 
whit has been here said to the particular 
cases of the worthy Messrs. Whitbread and 
Re thead Yorke, I must first observe, that 
the case of both came under the second view 
which I have taken of the subject, for, in 
both instanees, a dael, or the semblance of 
a duel, has been resorted ¥o,as a mode cf de- 
ciding disputes. Mr. Whitbread writes and 
publishes a letter, in whi h he arraigus the 
principles of Sir Francis Burdett, throwing 
out, at the same time, some pretty intelligi- 
ble insinuations as to his motives; and, this, 
observe, he does, too, just at the eve of a 
most important political contest, in which 
Sir Francis Burdett was engaged, and from 
a motive, which it was quite impossible not. 
to perceive, and as impossible not to con- 
demn, Sir Francis Burdett: does not give 
him aptblic and professed answer. That he 
did not regard as necessary ; and, indeed, 
the other had taken care so to time the pub- 
licatioa of his attack as to’preclude the pos- 
sibility of a full answer in time to controvert 
the infended efiect of the attack. He, there- 
fare, atiswered this attacking letter in his 
several speeches, at the hustings, and in his 
last address to the Freeholders of the county, 
iid which be made an exposure so Compicte 





of the ignorance as well as the motives of 


his assailant, that this latter could, it appears, 
bear ino loager. Relying upon the reputa- 
tion he had acquired (by the aid of others) in 
the prosecutién® of Lord Melville, and in- 
fit'ed with the opinion ‘that he had been Jed 
to enteriaii of his OwWn talen‘s, his letter 
‘s emstd tell us, thatseeing the effect which 
Sr Francis Rurdédts ‘nd-place-man_princi- 
piss were fikely to produce, he stepped 


,urth, a voliifitéet,”'to shllter‘his relations 


aut “fisads? ag “those effects* Little 
did He Wreany ‘Of the Vurn that, things would 
take ; hraX ‘ i 


being: reeted-as the champion of* sound 

principles? as" the” omSiepected umpire be- 
. ~~ . %i ' 

uween conmaiding dispatanrs, he should be 
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exposed inthe manner he was; that he 
should be hooted at by some, laughed at by 
others, and that, upon the whole, he should 
see his political reputation completely des- 
troyed, having no resource left but that of 
taking shelter under the wings of the Gren- 
villés, along with the rest of the Whigs. to 
whose reproaches, instead of whose thauks 
he found hiwnself entitled. Jn thjs situation, 
resembling that of the foolish knicht in the 
play ; ‘* having sai ied into the nor:h of pub- 
** lic opinion, where he was hangine dike an 
icicle on a Duatehmani’s beard,” some 
friend of his, like thé w ag, Sir Toby, 
called upon him, | dare say, ** todo some- 
** thing, either in the way of valour or of 
‘© wit, to throw himse'f into the life of re- 
“* putation;” and, speaking, no doubt, from 
experience, he has said, with his great pro- 
totype, “fan it be in any way, it must be in 
** the way of valour ;” whereupon his Sir Toby 
has said, ‘* write me then, straight, a chal- 
** lenge to this man, who has had the wit to 
*« put thee down, and expose thee to such 
“* shame and mockery.”’ ‘Lhe letter and 
the message by his friend may, in a monient 
of despair, have proceeded from his own 
mind; bat, I cannot help thinking, that they 

were the effect of some friendly suggestion 

of others, who had more clearly perceived 

the consequences of his defeat, because they 

had not been blinded by that vanity, which 

served, perhaps, to support him, until they 

were so obliging as to open’ his eyes.—— 
There was one thing, however, that he hin- 

self would readily perceive, and severely 
feel; and that was, our having (for many of 
us had had a hand ih it), as | expressed my- 
self upon a former occasion, scared him, like 
a rook from a wheat: tield, from that place, 
upon which he was, before the writing of 
his etter, just about to settle. He had not 
ouly been scared away for the moment, but 
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the eyes of the whole nation had been ren- 


. . a2 4 ] 
dered watchful with respect ‘to’ him; anc, 
tne reader may be assured, that thé words 
which stung him more severely than. all the 


rest that were uttered against him were 


those, in which Sir Francis Burdett predicts, 
that he ‘* will soon have botli the will and 
** the power to obtain a Lééraiive place un- 
« der government, witliout much’ embarras- 
‘* sing himself as to the consequences. —— 
This was too much to bear; and yet to an- 
swer with the pen was imposssble. He had 
had enough of the pen; and, besides, he 


‘ was not disposed to deny tlie fact. The far- 
ther he went in the way of controversy, the | 
farther lie Was sure to sink. Togivea new, 


turn’ ‘to the contest, or, rather to create 4 


new. contests ta make men forget the oid | 
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subject, and to set them to the discussion of 
a new one, was absolutely necessary to his 


attairs. Hence these latter proceedings, 
and not from any nice sense of honour, or 
from any insult personally offered to him. — 
Bat, ifhis honour required satisfaction, in the 
case before us, how comes it that he has suf- 
tered to pass, without the least mark ot re- 
sentment, Ma. Hsewtines's letters to him, 
which letters have been published in the 
newspapers, and which should be published 
here, were it not for my unshaken attach- 
ment to the liderty of the press, and were | 
not very far from being certain, that Mr, 
Whitbread would not have recourse to the 
Jaw as readily as he has had recourse to the 
other mode of deciding disputes. Now, 
supposing his Aonour to have required the 
mode which he adopted with regard to Sir 
¥rancis Burdett, what excuse can he find for 
suffering Mr. Hewlings’s publication to re- 
main unnoticed? He would, perhaps, say, 
that Mr. Hewlings is bepeat2 his notice. 
Upon what principle is he beneatn him? 
He sells feathers, aud Mr. Whitbread sells 
‘eer. His father is a miller, 1 believe; and 
the father of Mr, Whitbread, even from his 
own account of the matter, was something 
lower than a miller.’ Mr. Hewlings is a 
taller and ahandsomer man, and ‘is certainly 
a better speech-maker, than Mr. Whitbread. 
Laying money out of the question, gnd Mr. 
Hewlings is by far the most important per- 
son of the two. Nay, iaclude the money, 
Jook at and hear the men, and 1 am sure, 
that there is no one, who, jf;he had the op- 
tion of being created g-new, would not 
choose to he Mr. Hewlings rather than Mr, 
Whitbread; and, without baving recourse 
to this mode of estimating, I am deceived 
if there are many well-informed. persons, 
who would not, at this moment, prefer the 
chances of Mr. Hewlings to Mr, W-hitbread’s. 
Upon what principle, ther, again. I ask, is 
the former beneath the latter ? and how is it 
that no-answer is given to the published Jet- 
ters of Mr. Hewlings ?. How comes it that 
Mr. Brand does not pay him a visit, too? 
The honour of this Mr. Whitbread mus 
certainly be of avery discriminating kind ; 
but it discriminates only with one eye; it 
can see, that others are, according to his 
mode of. estimating, beneath him, while it 
seems to be quite blind to his own inferiority. 
The barrel of bis vanity is so full, that even 
now he appears not to perceive that he is a 
Jess man than Sir Francis Burdett. The 
froth of his conceit has so completely put 
his eyes out, that he still seems to think 
himself upon an equality with the man, to 
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} Were he not thus bloated and blinded, A 

| surely wouldsee the real distance between him 
and Sir Francis Burdett; in every way in 
which a comparison cay be drawn, is tar 
greater than the imaginary. distance between 
Mr. Hewlings and him. Who wauld not 
laugh at the absurdity of the thing, if the 
King of Prussia were now to challenge the 
kmperor Napoleon? Yet, who is there 
that will pretend to say, that there is nota 
palpable analogy in the two cases? Who 
is there that will pretend to say, that, in 
point of situation in the world, Sir Francis 
Burdett is not as much above Mr, Whi;- 
bread, as the Emperor Napoleon is above 
the King of Prussia? As to the challenge 
of Mr, Redhead Yorke, that shall not detain 
us long, Upon what pringiple, goad Lord ! 
js it, that a man like Sir Francis Burdeit 
could be called on to tire pistols with,a per- 
sou (if J may use the word) like this? With 
respect to the article of dirth, indeed, Red- 
head may be the equal, if not the superior, 
of the Baronet, though the latter is well 
known to be of a very ancient family ; for 
Redhead, like the Sheridans, boasts, that 
‘** soyal blood runs in hig veins,”’ he beiag, 
as he is said to assert, a deseendant, on the 
female side, in a direct line, from Lxe 

Boo, one of the most ancient. aud venerable 

of the sable severeigns of Africa, OF whag 

rank or degree, of what nation, colour, or 

profession, his inmediate male ancestor may 
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whom millions are Looking gs their last hope. | 


nity; for, itisthecharacter ofthe man himsel€ 
that we have, in such a case as.this, to look 
to, Sir lrencis Burdett is got one amongst 
those, who, in times like these, have had the 
unspeakable wisdom to set birth, nay, pre- 
tended birth, agaist all other requiriles, in 
public men; and, therefore, it is not to be 
supposed, that, from, any objection of this 
sort, his silence, upon receiving the chale 
lenge of Redhead, proceeded.—But,, isit net 
trifing with the reader, to affect to talk se- 
riously upon such a subject? Redhe:d, se, 
conded by his. juseparable friend, John 
Bowles, had utteved the most fglse and s¢ ue 
rilous expressigns relative to Sir, Francis 
Burdett, at the meeting which was held fer 
the purpose of setting ap the Bank-Director 
against him ; and, Sur Prancis, in ope of hi 
celebrated speeches, speaking of the ‘soft o 
persons, bv whom be had beea opposed, 
gave a most appropriate description of ‘these 
worthies. ‘To say that the description was 
true will be sufficient to convince the render, 
that it was well calculated to excite their 
rage; and, the consequence, as far as rel sted 
to Redhead, we know. The result was hu 
mouxoug enough; for, it appears, that, res 
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peace. They need not have boundhim. A 

simple admonition would have been enough. 

If Sir Francis had accepted’ the challenge, 
- 


and had deferred the meeting for a week, | if he throw it away without the possibility 


| of its doing that country any good. The 
have been found to bind Redhead to tlie | 


the chances are, that, if no magistrate could 


peace, the gallant prince would, in the inte- 
rim, have died with faar. Redhead has, 





indeed, denied, in the newspapers, that he | 


gave the information to the police magis- 
trates, or that he caused it to be given. But, 
to say as little as may be of the intrinsic 
worth of any assertion of his, under any cir- 
cumstances, we have, on the other side, the 
positive assertion of Sir Francis Burdett, who 
declares, that ke never communicated Red- 
head's letter to any human being, and, 
when we add to this, the fact, that Redhead 
is upon terms of such intimacy with “the 
police magistrates, as to be, as their adver- 
tisement tells us). actwally engaged in a kite. 
ra partnership with one of them, there 
will, Lim: gin, remain little doubt as to the 
source of the information which produced 
the sureties to keep the peace. ScrusB 
gives a’ humoaroys description of the way, 
in which thé men of honour, in the neigh- 
bourhoad of my Lady Bountiful, avoid the 
consequence’ of a challenge ; but Redhead’s 
is Certainly an improvement. A sister, or a 
mother, or a wife might, upon the hint 
given them, be so malicious as to hold their 





tongues ; but, Redhead, like a truly great” 


genéfal, takes care to leave nothing to others. 
—The diellers, in general, have a pretty 
clear anderstanding before they go to the 
field’; either they load with paper pellets, as 
in the recent instance of a and a critic, or 
they know very well that the shot (barring 
effects of a trembling hand) will not come 
within yards of them; but, if Sit Francis 
Burdett had t 
tothe field with Redhead, the latter 


hot possibly hope for any security of this 
sort ; ond hackle: be took very good care 
to get “his frierds to bind him not to go 
there ——In taking leave of this subject, I 
cannot refrait from ex 
that Sir Fi 


| Kir | ad 5 not because T think he said, 
t . 5 


answer, aay thing unworthy of hini- 
be rob the answering at all seemed 
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to recognize the’ rivht of the: other to de- | 


mand“ satisietion;” as it is calle, at his 
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ceiving no answer to his letter; Redhead had 
so much respect for the Jaw as to give infor- 
mation, or to cause information to be given, 
to the police ‘magistrates, of his having sent 
_a challenge, upon which he was immedi- 
ately apprehended, and bound to keep the 





| Burdett, very soon4ose his life. 








ried to be so mad as to go 


pressiffg my regret, | 
rancis Burdett cutibeeceibed to | 
at all to the bluff: letter of. 
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in the formation and diseipl 
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hands, on account of any thing: that he did: 
say, or could say of him, in his speeches or 
addresses ; and because [ am certain, that, 
any man acting upon the principle of such 
recognition, will, under the circumstances 
that will preseut themselves to Sir Francis 
\ A man, 
who has devoted his life to the service of his 
country, acts a very inconsistent part indeed, 


more Sir Francis Burdett serves his country, 
the more will he necessarily goad and sting 
its plunderers, and the more he goads and 
stings them, the more eagerly, of course, 
will they seek his life; for, the more clear 
will their conviction daily become, that’ his 
life is death to them.—It is curious enough, 


| that, in their party warfare; in their wrang- 
| ling for place and power; in all their cou- 


tests of this kind, though carried on with 
the utmost acrimony, and giving rise to per- 
sonalities the most coarse and vilifying, as 
for instance, when one man calls another 
the creature,'the tool, the cat's-paw, or tlie 
sittiny-part of another ; it is curious enough, 
that, amidst all this, you never hear of their 
challenging one another! ‘“‘ Aye,’ wourd 
would they tell me, “* but this is all under- 
*¢ stood. “This isall fair. But, when a cruel 
“ savage, like Burdett, strikes at the very 
“* vitals of us all, the case is different.” The 
case is. different, indeed; and a desperate 
case itis; but it isa case that must not ex- 
pose the dife of Sir Francis Burdett to the 
pistol ofevery Irish chairman that: his and 
our etlemies may dress up in fine cloaths 
and‘admit to their clubs ; of, his life is not 
worth much to his country. No incon- 
siderable part of the duels that -are fought, 





| proceed from that species of cowardice which 


render men unable to face the sneers of fools 


and villains in profligate life ; so that, they 
“actually go to the field in. order to disguise 


the fact that they are cowards ; in order that 
they may not be taken for what they really 
are, and what they feel they are. Amongst 
soldiers ; amongst men, who, from the pe- 
culiarities of their situation in life, as wel! 
as frori their general youth and rashness, I 
do not say, that there may not be someting 
like reason produced for'this otherwise sense- 
dess-atid unjust ‘mode of «settling - disputes 5 
thovgh, even there, I’ amsare such reaseo 
maust always be founded upon facts, which 
would, if true, prove’ a want of wisdoul 

| ipline of amarmy 
and thongh, at any rate, it would be-uitter's 
impdssible to find a justification for the par 


of -doels in one, who: has just 4* 
passing a law rigidly forbidding 
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them ; but, in common life, to attempt to 
justify duelling ; to regard it as a proper 
mode of settling dis- putes of any sort; 
and especially to introduce it amongst 
the means of deciding political contro- 
versies, and of maintaining orrestoring 
political character, is something toe shock- 


ingly absurd to admit of an adequate | 


description, 

WESTMINSTER ELECTION. —The appear- 
ance of a correspondence, in the daily pa- 
‘pers, between Ma. Paurz and Mr. Exxior, 
the porter-brewer. of Pimlico, who is, it 
seems, also a colone/, in which correspon- 
dence my name is mentioned, seems.to call 
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agreed to be the Treasurer !——But, upon 
the face of the matter, without having re- 
course to my evidence, or that of any other 
| person, does not Mr, Paull’s charge against 

him appear te be wel) founded? Why not 
, Sive his vole for Mr. Sheridan? What a 
, miserable subtersuge, fo s1y that his promis- 
ed neutrality extended vo farther than his 
own vote? Can any man believe, that he 
would ever have offered such 4 neutrality ? 
Of what value wasit? He seys,-that Mr, 
Paull thanked him Now, can any man be- 
lieve, that Mr. Paull would have thanked 
such a man, in such a case, for the neutrality 
of a single vote? Must not Elliot himseif 


upon me for a declaration of what] know of _ have been certain, that the thauks were 


the matter.——The state of the case is this. 
Mr. Paull wrote to Mr. Exr.rior Voyue, a 
relation of the ** Colonel,” who was at the 
Colonel's louse during the election, to ask 
him to obtain for him, the vote and in- 
terest of the ‘‘ Colonel.” The answer of 
Mr. Voyle the public bave seen. When 
Mr. Elliot came to town, which was, as 


nearly as I can recollect, the very day, or the , 


day after, the coalition had been openly an- 
nounced between the Commodore and Mr. 
Sheridan, Mr. Paull went to Mr. Elliot's 
house; and, as I was goimg with him from 
the Feather’s at Pimlico to the lower part of 
Westminster, I sat in the carriage while be 
went into the house. He staid some time, 
and when he came out,,a person, who, as 
he. informed me; was. Elliot himself, came 
with him to the carriage door. What had 
passed between them while in the house, I, 
of course cannot say; but, this perso I saw 
shake him cordially ty the hand, i heard bim 
wish him success, and bid him good night. 
And, the moment the carriage door was 
shut, “* Well,” said Mr. Paull, “ Tam glad 
** T came, Cobbett, though it was against 
** your advice; for [now know, that Iam 
“ safe here. Elliot is resolved not te stir 
_“ for Sheridan. Heé is shacked at the base- 
«* ness of the coalition.”’ I remember well, 
that, after Mr. Paull was in the carriage, he 
called out to the ‘‘ Colonel,” and thanked 
him; and, by the same token, I remember, 


that I advised him to keep his thanks for | 


other people ; ** for,” said 1, ** if that. brew- 
** er does not exert his influence against igs 
* underhand, write me down an.ass.” Jina 
few we saw him openly join our ene- 
aaa the wes. = Ep apnr tel 
and honour of the city of Westminster ; we 
sawhimachairman at adinner pr tray 
wesaw him proposing a vote of ihanketo Mr. 
Sheridan; nd we saw agi ar public sub- 
‘scription for the support r. Sheridan ; 
of which subscription he, as. Mr. Paull says, 
z 


given for the neutrality of his hundreds of 
votes? And, if he bad not intended this 
later neutrality, would he not, if he had 
been a fair and honest politician, have un- 
deceived Mr. Paull? Is not silence, in such 
a case, equal to a positive promise? And, 
therefore, does not this ‘‘ Colonel,” even ac- 
| cording to his own confession, stand convicted 
ofa breach of faith ?—--~ For my pari, I always 
_ disapproved of ajl solicitation to persons of 
this brewer's description. It was beneath 
| Mr. Paull; it was far beneath our cause, to 
ask for the aid, or the forbearance, of any 
such man; aml, I am certain, that every 
moment, spent in this way, was worse than 
amoment lost.--—Mr. Paull in the letters 
he has written to the ‘* Colonel,” hints 
that the price of his conduct is to be a seat ip 
parliament, for Westminster, at the next 
election, which, I am.of opinion, is at no 
great distance. But there is an old fable 
about, selling the, skin before the lion was 
caught ; and, if the ‘‘ Colonel” Should catch 
him, the act of catching at Jeast, if we all live 
and do well, he will not find. a sipecure. 
‘The self same men that his friend Sheridan 
had to contend with, he, in that. case, will 
have to contend with ; . and, let him recol- 
lect, that they will not come inexperignced 
to the evntest, as they did before, Hf he 
thinks that we are diskeartened, he is the 
most deceived of mankind, We did al) we 
could. Nothing that was lawful and ho- 
nourable did we leave untried to carry our 
point ;,and as to all the great aud general 
purposes, that we bad in view, our triumph 
was complete. Let another contest come, 
let the ministers, in yielding to-their benigu 
dispositions. towards the people, give as but 
another epportunity of uring our principles, 
and I contidently trust that the ‘* Colonel’ 
will find those principles great, deal strong. 





er aud more pure than orter. The 
* Colonel” is not, aware, say, that 
the undue influence of brewers, as well as 
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been shaken in Westminster. The ‘* Colo- 
“nel, though, doubtless a great commander, 
is, it.is said, no conjuror; which, indeed, 
18 so,auch in bis commendation, for your 
conirors, like Pitt, generally do more harm 
than good: But, upon this particular occa- 
sion. a little matter of the gift. of second- 
sight wold not be amiss in the ‘* Colonel,” 
tor whom, if Iam not very much ‘out in my 
reckoning, theres as nice a storm brewing 
as heart could wish, though there may not 
be quite so much smoke as issues frum his 
brewery, But, while this is my opinion 
with respect to Mr. Elhot, and while I une- 
quivocally approve of the conduct of Mr. 
Paull irexposing that gentlemav in his true 
light; there is one, expression, in the last 
Jetter.of Mr Pat, which, as it would now 
a pear. (for I have but this moment seen the 
Lews-papers) was intended to jead to a duel, 
et which I cangot refrain from expressing 
ny Tegret. 
mation to the magistrates, 1 know not; but, 
the parties must. both:excuse me, if Lam ot 
epimion, that they were exceedingly, glad 
that it was done, .As to the. proposition, 
which is said to have been made by Mr. 
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Commons, was re-chosen to that situation, 
without any opposition. Of the dull cere- 
mony, and duller published . speeches, con- 
nected with this first. act of the House of 
Commons, it is useless to say any thing; 
but, it just occurs to-me to ask, whether it 
de possible for any man to be sé infatuated 
as to believe, that the lofty reciprocal com- 
pliments, passed upon this occasion, would 
have, upon any one man in the kingdom, 
any other effect than such as they have had 
upon me? In describing the menybers of 
the House of Commons, assembled on the 
first day, the newspapers conclude thus : 
** Amongst others, we observed, Mr. Cat- 
** CRAFT, GENERAL Firaparrick, anda 
** Jarge number of inferior characters.’ 
Who they mean by thesé ‘* inferior charac- 
‘* ters,” [ can neither say nor imagine ; 
whether their eye was, at the time, Surveying 
about the door, or the inside of the House ; 
but, upon reading the words ‘* inferior cha« 
** racters,”” an involuntary exclamation of, 





| Mercy upon us ! escaped from my lips. —— 


Paull, fo take @ tre to the Continent, there | 


is something so wild. in it, especially when 


made to a man like Mr, Elliot, that.one can | 





How 


hardly speak of it in serious terms. 


has this challenge altered the. stateof the | 


case? - Has it affected any fact? “Will it 
make sensible men believe that to be! right, 
which they before thought wrong? Is this 
the way to appeal to the reason and: justice 


Js this the way forthe’ par- | 


ties to convince us, that they-are worthy of 


being chosen as the tepositories of the imte- 
rests and the honour cf our coutitry? Is 


this the way for them to convince tis, that | 


they have heads calculated tor the devising of 
meatis adequate to our preservation, in the aw- 
ful times that dre approaching ?~ Is this the 
way, in which Mr Paull especially, who, 
oily afew months before, atsisted it passing 
adlaw to punish duelling, means to evince 
to us his respect for the laws of thé land, and 
his inflexibility in maintaining those laws? 
Believe, me, Sir, that, if England-be to be 
saved from the all-devouring jaws of her 
@.emy; if she be to be preserved amidst the 
wreck of Europe; if she be tobe enabled to 


recover her ancient liberties, and, along with - 


them, her weight, and consequence in the 
world ; it newer will be either by the heads 
or the heartsof dtellers. 


PROGEEDINGS IN ParurAMeNt.—=The 


‘Parliament ‘met. on the 15th instant. Mn. 
pte Speaker of the last House of 


| 
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On the Igth instant the two Houses met to 
hear the Srercu, which was delivered by 
Commission, the King not coming to the 
House in person. This speech will be found 
in a subsequent page of this present sheet. 
Upon the debates, consequent thereon, as 
those deDates are published in the newspa- 
pers, the first remark I shal} make is, that 
they have fully realized my anticipations, 
which J have referred to and quoted in my 
motto, and which, as the date of the Register 
will shew, I ‘was writing in Berkshire, at 
the very moment when the debates were 
going on. I mention not this with a 





view of causing it to be believed, that I am 


more sagacious than other men; for know- 
ing the parties and their views, a man must 
be a simpleton indeed not to know pretty 
nearly what would be the topics they would 
select, and the sentiments they would utter. 

~Is there any thing, in what has been 
published, as speeches made in this new 
Parliament, ‘to encourage us to hope, that 
there is it contemplation any of those great 
changes, whieh I have so often represented 
fs necessary to enable us to resist the de- 
signs of the foe? There aré some loose ex- 
pressiolis, in the Sprecu, about combining 
all practicabie’ economy with Sthose’ efforts 
which it is necessary to “ make against the 
‘¢ formidable and increasing power of the 
** enémy;" but nothing do we hear specific, 





_ either inthe Seeecu, or in thedebatesthereott 


No man, on any side, talks of giving up any 
thing; that way of lightening the burthens 
of the people, appears not to be at all’ thought 


of; andthe loose phrase “aout ’ practical 
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economy has,. therefore, no practical mean- 
ing. We all fee], and we all acknow- 
ledge, that the crisis is most pe rilous. This 
is also acknowledged in the debates. But, 
alas !. it has been acknowledged et rery year 
for these ten year’s last past, and every year 
has passed away without any thing bei iw 
‘done calculated to meet extraord inary dan- 
gers, The consequence to be apprehende d, 
18,. that the people will scout the idea of 
crisis which lasts fof years ; and, that fn re 





eid, they will be tired of Jivi ing in an inces- 





sant crisis. Amongst the subjects of more 
particular remark, presented in these de- 
bates, Tshall notice, Ist, that of the dissolu- 
lution of Parliament. Lord Hawkesbury 
in the upper, and Mr. Canning inthe = gig 
House, dwelt upon the dissolution as a ma 

ter of. censure. My opimon of the rao 
effects of the dissolution has been before 
submitied to my readers; and, as to the 
molives naw ascribed to ministers, they may, 
perhaps, have been the real motives; but, 
for the supporters of Pitt, for those who 
aided him, in his dissolution in 1784, and 
who were so amply rewarded for that aid; for 
such men to censure the motives of the 
late dissolution is, indeed, something sur- 
passing our utmost conception of the 
powers of face! ‘True, the ministers ad- 
Vised the King to dissolve the parliament at 
the very moment when, agreeably to pro- 
clamation, it’ was ex xpected to meet for dis- 
patch of business ; true, they took their 
enemies by surprize, and thereby gained 
many advantages over them ; but, though 
such a device may cail for the censure of us, 
who are mere spectators of the contest, 
vith what rly can the sup pos ‘rs of Pitt, 
wo stuck at nothing in this way; with what 
face can they, who supported hind in his mo- 
tion for the removing the trial of Lord Mel- 
ville, after one half “of the members of the 
House of Commons were gone ont of town ; 
with what face can they possibly complain 
of unfair advantages being taken. of them ? 
Let them complain. No man who loves bis 
country will join i in their complaints, or will 
pity them. The more completely they are 
defeated, the better it is be us. ‘They have 
wallowed long enough in the fruit of our 
They have long enéugh tyran- 
nized ovet vs : and, though their successors 
were to do the sane, or worse, it is, in the 
nea whi Je, a great ‘consolation to see them 
iportitied snd” de traded ——2ud. That, no 
was taken, in the Srexca, of the 
iitesr Md4, b bas, in the rinted ‘speeches 
: Bocce ‘been a | 
Share is it ‘not evident, 
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Was a victcry, was of too small importam e@ 
to find a place In the King’s specen ? ' Lf we 


look, either at the magnitude of the force, 
the nature of “the combat, or the consequen- 


| ces resulting irom it, we shall find that it 


| 
I 








that’ the Victory tiene gained, if indeed, it 
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was of far too little importance to be dis- 
tinguished by beihg partied} ar pees in 
the Kitg’ s speéch to his parti dment.——— 3rd, 
The captire of Baenos Ayteés oui alsa, it 
seems, acc ordling to thé afore-mentioned 
speeches, hav tound'a place if the Kine's 
spe ech; but, if it lad, the conduct of the com. 
manders must have been omitted, or must have 
been censnred ; for, ifsuch'conduetis to be jus- 
tified mere ly upon the score of surce ‘ess ] will 
venture to say, that suecess, except as far as 
plunder may go, will very soon desert the 
standards of both fleet and arm y.’ “Phe con- 
ductof Sir Home Popham, in Writing his 
circular letters directly to the traders of Bir- 
mingham and elsew here is highly seprehen- 
sible. [tis what nothing but a dissolution of 
the government at home could pessibly have 
warranted} and, if the ministers had suffered 
him to remain in his command, after 
conduct, they would have been considered as 
amongst the most foolish ds well as the most 
mean of mankind. What Lord Howick is sta- 
ted in the newspapers to have said about the 
Lloyd's Fund does him greathonour, and it is 
tome, a most satisfactory symptom, that the 
Ministers have mustered up courage to break 
lodse trom the degrading trammels of the 
‘Changé, upon which Pitt and’ his minions 
relied for support in all their outrageous at- 
tacks upon the properties and liberties of 
the peopie. To the "Change and all its sel- 
fish passions, if passions the feelings of such 
men can be callell, the government of Enc. 
land ae long been a slave. Its policy, dic- 
tated’ by the shop-keeping mind of © the 
‘Change, bas gone downwards lower and 
lower, ntil, at last, it became too low to 
be. deséeribed even’ by the epithet peddling. 
The conseqiiences are before us! We now 
feel what itis to have been governed for 
twenty yeats upon principles engendered at 
the ‘Change ; and, though it may suit the 
purposes of wr anidle rs for pl: ice to eutdeavour 
(0 raise a cry. about slig hting our commercial 
interests, I ain folly pers aded, that every 
man of sonnd dense will rejoice at the | ope 
of. seeing r those interests no longer predumi- 
nant, 23 ites have heen overall others. —— 
To retur: , for a moment, to the ¢; piure © f 
Buenus’ Aj ‘res: ff the cOuduct ‘Uf the .com- 
mande?s was'passed over in silence, it iss: ‘ib 


such 


that the value of' the thing itset/ Wight heve 


been noticed, « 1 wol He fain pitt the best 
“construction apon:every fing ; didy there. 
fore, iti o. serving this silenoc, | wasia hopes, 
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as I stillam, that it proceeded from a con- 
viction, ik'the minds of the ministers, that 
the thing itself was of no value at all. 
_ That such is really the case, Iam, for my 


pari, fully convinced. Nay, I am con- 
vinced that it is injurious to the country ; 
that it wil], inno way whateyer, add to its 
power, to its means either of defence or of 
offence ; while we shail feel, that it makes 
a consideraLle. addition to the taxes. The 
captors, together with certain iucky specula- 
tors, it will enrich. It will transter another 


old family estate or two from the present | 


holders io upstarts. It will mould a few 
more firms into parks, levellnyg the dwell- 
ings of the former tenants, and sending those 
tenants on their way to the work-house, 
their sons to wear liveries in some of the 
streets and their daughters to walk other of 
the streets of the already over-grown metro- 
polis But, comfort or relief to. one op- 


pressed soul inEngland it never will give. And 


this is the atchievement of which we are told 
the King ought to have boasted! This is the 
atchievement, illumined with not one ray of 
glory, attended with not one honourable 
circumstance, of which, we are told, the 
King ought to have congratulated his peo- 
le !—4th. Mr. Perceval, in the debate of the 
20th of December, when the reportof the Ad- 
dress was brought up. is.reported to have said, 
that ‘‘he supposed, thatthe discussions which 
related tothe commercial intercourse between 
«*« Great Brita and America had not been 
« broaght to a close, otherwise it assuredly 
« would have been mentioned from the 
‘throne. When he reco'lected the bills 
‘* which were introduced into the House 
* during thé Isst Session on this subject, 
« when he considered ticir nature and princi- 
‘* ple, when he remembered that they went 
“to the destruction of that on which our 
« naval strength and superiority had been 
«© founded, and when he reflected on the 
«¢ character and sentiments of the persons 
** who had been chosen by this country to 
« carry on the Negociaticn with Armerica, 
“ he owned that he looked forward'with con- 
-€ siderable apprehension to the period when 
« that Negoe ation would fterminate”"—As 
to the sentiments of the two persons, who, 
on our part, are conducting this djscassion, 
I know nothing ; though, if I were to guess 
dt them, it wou'.l be they leant too much on 
the side of concessi pn. But how any inter- 
énce ‘of this sort can be drawn from the 
principles ‘of the American 


«* nature and : 
* fitereonrse tis at the clase of 


‘« Jast session Of parltatient,” I am totall 
at a loks ‘to Miscovér+—The state of the 
“with t th © bills, was this. 
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From the American States our colonies in 


the West Indies receive various articles, ne- 
cessary to. the yery existence of these colo- 
nies, Our general law of navigation prohi- 
bited .gll intercourse between the colonies 
and other counties, especially by the means 
of any ships but our own. “But, after the 
Ametican revolution, it was found necessa- 
ry sa far to relax in the enforcement of these 
laws, as to permit the Aqericans fo carry in 
their own ships, and under gertain restric- 
tions, such of their produce as our colonies 
stood in need of, and also to carry away, in 
those same. ships, certain articles’ of our 
colonial produce, taking care ta pvoportion 
the quantity, so carried away, to the quan- 
tity of American produce brought in ‘each 
ship respectively, That this intercourse was 
useful to the planters in our colonies, as 
well as to,the Americans, no one can, I 
think, deny ; and, that it was absolutely ne- 
cessary to’the existence of the formet every 
man, who has a knowledge of the sources of 
supply, must know. But, this relaxation of 
our navigation laws; this permitted inter- 
course, was not so beneficial as it might have 
been, because it was somewhat. precarious, 
by being made to depend ‘upon the will of 
the several Governors, or their Lieutenants, 


| who issued their proclamations, every six 


months, declaring a renewal of the perinis- 
sion, And, though they did‘ in no in- 
stance, I believe, for twenty years, fail to issue 
their proclamations indue time (a pretty good 
proof of the necessity ofthe intercourse (yet, 
the power of permission being lodged in 
their hands was an obvious absurdity ; was 
liable to produce serious mchiefs to the 
colonies ; and, in some instances, did produce 
such mischiefs. Now, all the bills, of which 
Mr. Perceval complains, and of which the 
Master of the Rolls before complained, have 
done, is, to prevent the possibility of such 
mischiefs, by taking the power of permission 
out of the hands of the Governors ( who may 
be engaged, attimes, in warm disputes with 
the planters in assembly met ) and to place it 
in the hands of the government at home ; at 
the same. time, rendering the intercourse 
less exposed to uncertainty of duration, ——~ 
The total ignorance discdveted; inthe speech 
of the Master of the Rolls, upon many parts 
of this subject, and the sophistry visible in 
other parts of it, shall be noticed upon some 
future occasion; but, ] would ask the prin- 


ter of Mr. Perceyal’s spéech, above quoted 
what ground there could be for drawing from 


the “* nature and principle of these bilis,,”,4m 


inference, thatthe ministers are. now about 
to surrender our right of searching n 


vessels “@t “seq? Te say, that 
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Jéwent tothe destruction of that upon which 
our superiority at sea was founded,” was to 
discover ignorance of the subject not less pro- 
found than that discoveréd in the speech of 
the Master of the Rolls. Not one English 
ship, or sailor the Jess has been, or ever will 
be employéd on account of the passing of 
those bills; and to suppose such a thing pos- 
sible is fall as absurd as it was inthe Master 
of the Rolls to inelude Nova Scotia amongst 
the sources ‘of suppiy for the West India 
islands, when the fact is, that Nova Scotin 
itself is ted, in considerable part, from the 
American States ! No, the maker of the 
speech, that has been published under the 
name ot Mr. Perceval, is not the min to 
make a stand upon ‘his subject. He may 
talk upon it, but, 1 will venture to predict, 
that he never brings forth one new idea; 
that he will be a mere repeatet of what I haye 





already said over and over so often, till, 


perhaps, my readers are tired of it; or, that, 
he will say notbing worthy of attention. -— 
Indeea, the apprehensions, respecting the 
termination of the discussion, seem to have 
been suggested to him by the remarks 
contamed in the last Register, which was 
pnbiished on Saturday noon; and, the 
Ouly fault that I impete to him (for 
plagiarism, with such men is nothing), is, 
that he has turned my suggestions, which 
aimedatpublic good, to mere party purposes ; 
and, as often as he shall do this, I shall 
most assuredly remind him of it. —The author 
of this speech (tor I know not that it was 
actually spoken by Mr. Perceval) does not 
appear to me to have a mind calculated for 
the discussing of matters of national moment. 
All that he says savours of cavil ; itis all petty 
and waspish ; there is no enlarged view o1 
any subject; it is 
female envy applied to political concerns, 
and sharpened, perhaps, by a:i¢agerness to get 
a possession of power and emidlument —Sth. 
The state of Ireiand is; by this speech repre- 
sented to be somewhat ajarmivg. But, ct 
us take another extract. “ There remained 
“ an omission in his Majesty’s Speech yet 
** unnoticed by him. No mention had 
** been made of the state of Ireland. He 
‘ trusted that this silence might be ascribed 
‘* to the total want of foundation for the 
‘« alarming rumours that had reached this 
* country? ‘Ministers must unquestionably 
‘* be the judges how far the usual preroga- 
‘* tives of the Crowii were sufficient to sup- 
‘* press insurfection or rebellion, in what- 

darter it might appear; the décision 


Crear ) the decision 
es rieunih tet them: he only begeed' them | 


** to consider that the protractioa of the ine- 
** cessary delay of punishment was not mer- 





DECEMBER 27, 1806.— Proceedings ia Parliament. 





the accuteness of 


—— 


ee 


oe 








flo1o 


** cy; and the delay which allowed insur 
“* rection to proceed, until it became impos- 
** sible to quell it without aconsiderable shed- 
* ding of blood, was not kindness, He hoped 
** that the omission of any notice of the situa- 
“* tion of the sister island was occasioned by 
‘* the absence of any necessity for an extra- 
** ordinary exertion of the law, Should such a 
** necessity unfortunately arive, and should 
€ ministers cal] on the House for an enlarge- 
© ment of the executive power, he could as- 
*« sure them that they should meet with no 
** opposition on his part to any proper mea- 
sure of vigoar which they might think it 
** expedient tg propose.” Tf there be any 
ground for alarm in Ireland, it, surely, 
should not be kept secret; but, let us hope, 
that, amongst all the subjects, upon which 
this gentleman proposes to offer them ad- 
vice, they will be more backward in listen- 
ing to him here, than any where else! Yes, 
there is no donbt, that the author of this 
speech, and his co-operators, would be very 
far ftom opposing any ‘‘ extraordinary ¢xer- 
tion of the law,” that the ministers might be 
disposed to adopt! There is nobody doubts 
their readiness to join heartily in such mea- 
sures of * vigour;” but, I hope, and I con- 
fidently trust, that the ministers will not have 
recourse fo this mode of obtaining their sup- 
port. Llow /iey managed Irelapd, we know. 
Their tenderness to the ‘* Sister Kingdom,” 
is recorded upon the backs of her unfortu- 
nate children, few of whom are there but can 
count a father ora brother, or some relation, 
who bas tasted of their ‘‘ mercy.’ Let us 
hope, that the present ministers will, in thig 
respect, at least, shun their example. Tore- 
member what they did, is to know what 
ought not to be done, in almost every re- 
spect, but particularly with respect to Ite- 
Jand. ‘* Viggur” indeed! God knows, they 
were Vigorons enough! It is easy to be vigor 
rous and to talk bold, with filty thousand men 
in arms at one’s back, against ap unarmed 
and an almost naked and houseless people. 
‘ Enlargement of the executive power th 
What, upon every romour of discontent, 
upon every slight appearance of popular tu 
mulf, would the autor of this speech en- 
large the executive power? What an excel- 
lent appeliation, under which to. disguise the 
niost hateful and execrable tyranny: The 
constitution, in forming barriers sgainst the 
exercise of despotic power, contemplated 
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tithes of discoytent and et popular efferves- 


cence ; it was far suck scasons.especially that 
the laws for the persoiial safety andJiberty of 
the people were formed, because the free 
expression of the sense of the people was re- 
garded as the only means of bringing back, 
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as I still am, that it proceeded from a con- 
viction, ih'the minds of the ministers, that 
the thing itself was of no value at all. 
That such is really the case, I am, for my 
pari, fully convinced. Nay, 1 am con- 
vinced that it is injurious to the country ; 
that it will, inno way whateyer, add to its 
power, to its means either of defence or of 
offence ; while we sha!l feel, that i¢ makes 
a consideralles addition to the taxes. The 
captors, together with certain wack y specula- 
tors, it will enrich. = It will transter «:other 
old family estate or two from the prescn 

holders io vpstarts. Ft will mould a few 
more firms ‘nto parks, levellnyy the dwell- 
ings of the former tenants, and sending those 
tenants on their way to the work-nouse, 
their sons to wear liveries in some of the 
streets and their daughters to walk other of 
the streets of the already over-grown metro- 
polis But, comfort or relief to. one op- 
pressed soul jn England it never will give. And 
this isthe atchievement of which we are told 
the King ought to have boasted! This is the 
atchievement, illumined with not one ray of 
glory, attended with not one honourable 
circumstance, of which, we are told, the 
King ought to have congratulated his peo- 
ple '__4th. Mr. Perceval, in the debate of the 
20th of December, when the report of the Ad- 
dress was brought up. is.reported to have said, 
that ‘he supposed, thatthe discussions which 
related tothe commercial intercourse between 
‘© Great Britam and America had not been 
« brought to a close, otherwise it assuredly 
« would have been mentioned from the 
‘throne, When he reco'lected the bills 
‘¢ which were introduced into the House 
during the Jast Session on this subject, 
«* when ke considered tlicir nature and princi- 


‘© ple, when he remembered that they went 
“ to the destruction of that on which our 
€¢ 


naval strenzth and superiority ad been 
“© found=d, and when he reflectec on the 
«¢ character td _ sentiments of the persons 
who had been chosen by this centry to 
carry on the Negociaticn with A:nerica, 
he owned that he looked forward'with con- 
‘© siterable apprehension to the period when 
that Nezee ation would ‘terminate’—As 
to the sentiments of the two persons, who, 
on our part, are conducting this djscassion, 
I know nothing; though, if I were to guess 
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at then, it wou’ be they leant too much on 
the side of concessik pn. But how any inter- 
ence vf this sort can be drawn from the 
‘* nature and. principles of the Aimerican 
‘«« intercourse bills, pasted at the close of 
*« Jast session of parliament,” I am totally 
at a loss ‘to discovér.——The state of the 
case, With resp gl bills, was this. 
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From the American States our colonies in 
the West Indics receive various articles, ne- 
cessary to the very existence of those colo- 
nies. Our general laws of navigation prohi- 
bited .all intercouise between the colonies 
and other couniries, especially by the means 
of any ships but our own. But, after the 
Ameiican revolution, it was found necessa- 
ry sa far to relax in the enforcement of these 
laws, as to permit the Agericans fo carry in 
their own ships, and under certain restric- 
tions, such of their produce as our colonies 
stood in need of, and also ‘o carry away, in 
those suips, certain arti: les of our 
colonial produce, taking care ta pxoportion 
the quantity, so cursed away, to the quan- 
tity of American produce brought in each 
ship respectively. That this intercourse was 
useful to the planters in our colonies, as 
well as to.the Americans, no one can, I 
think, deny ; and, that it was absolutely ne- 
cessary to the existence of the formet every 
man, who has a knowledge of the sources of 
supply, must know. But, this relaxation of 
our navigation laws ; this permitted inter- 
course, was not so beneficial as it might have 
been, because it was somewhat precarious, 
by being made to depend upon the will of 
the several Governors, or their Lieutenants, 
who issued their proclamations, every six 
months, declaring a renewal of the perinis- 
sion. And, though they did’ in no in- 
stance, [ believe, for twenty years, fail to issue 
their proclamations induetime (a pretty good 
proof of the necessity ofthe intercourse (yet, 
the power of permission being lodged in 
their hands was an obvious absurdity ; was 
liable to produce serious mischiefs to the 
colonies ; and, in sume instances, did produce 
such mischiefs. Now, all the bills, of which 
Mr. Perceval complains, and of which the 
Master of the Rol!s before complained, have 
done, i3, to prevent the possibility of sucn 
mischiefs, by taking the power of permission 
out of the hands of the Governors ( who may 
be engaged, attimes, in warm disputes with 
the planters in assembly met ) and to place it 
in the hands of the government at home ; at 
the same time, rendering the intercourse 
less exposed to uncertainty of duration,——~ 
‘he total ignorance discovered, inthe speech 
of the Master of the Rolls, upon wipers A ote 
of this subject, and the sophistry visible im 
other parts of it, shall be noticed upon some 
future occasion; but, I] would ask the prin- 
ter of Mr. Perceval’s spéech, above quoted 
what ground there could be for drawing from 
the ‘* nature and principle of these bilis,,"",an 
inference, thatthe ministers are now about 
to surrender our right of searching neutral 
vessels ‘Gf sea? To say, that those bills 
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our superiority at sea was founded,” was to 
discover ignorance of the subject not less pro- 
found than that discoveréd in the speech of 
the Master of the Rolls. Not one English 
slip, or sailor the Jess has been, or ever will 


} or j AePAN, > . > +e 
be employéd on account of the passing of 


those bills; and to suppose such a thing pos- 
sibie is fall as absurd as it was inthe Master 
of the Rolls to include Neva Sectia amonest 
the sources of supply for the West India 
Islands, when the fact is, chat Nova Scotia 
itself is ted, in considerable pat, from the 
Ainerican States ! No, the maker of the 
speech, that has been published under the 
name ot Mr. Perceval, is not the mon to 
make a stand upon chis subject. He may 
talk upon it, but, I will venture to predict, 
that he never brings forth one new idea; 
that he will be a mere repeater of what I have 
already said over and over so often, till, 
perhaps, my readers sre tired of it; or that, 
he will say notbing worthy of attention. -— 
Indeea, the appreheusions, respecting the 
termination of the discussion, seem to have 
been suggested to him by the remarks 
contained in the last Register, which was 
published on Saturday noon; and, the 
Only fault that I impete to him (for 
pleg.arism, with such men is nothing), is, 
‘hat he has turned my suggestions, which 
aimed at public good, to mere party purposes ; 
and, as often as he shall do this, I shall 
most assuredly remind him of it.—The author 
of this speech (tor I know not that it was 
actually spoken by Mr. Perceval) does not 
appear to me to have a mind calculated for 
the discussing of matters of national moment. 
All that he says savours of cavil ; itis all petty 
and waspish ; there is no enlarged view o1 
any subject; it is the 
female envy applied to polxical concerns, 
and sharpened, perhaps, dy a::cagerness to zet 
a possession of power and emolumnent —Sth. 
The state of Ireiand is; by this speech repre- 
sented to be somewhat ajarmivg. But, let 
us take another extract. ‘ There remained 
an omission in his Majesty’s Speech yet 
‘© unnoticed by him. No mention had 
‘© been made of the state of Ireland. He 
‘ trusted that this silence might be ascribed 
‘* to the total want of foundation for the 
‘¢ alarming rumours that had reached this 
* country’ Ministers must unquestionably 
‘© be the judges how far the usual preroga- 
‘* tives of the Crown were sufficient to sup- 
‘« press insurfection or rebellion, in what- 
‘* ever quarterit might appear ; the decision 
‘© rested with them: he only begged’ them 
‘© to consider that the protractio of the ne- 
** cessary delay of punishment was mot mer- 
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cy; and the delay which allowed insur” 
rection to proceed, until it became IID pos- 
sible to quell it without aconsiderable shed- 
ding of blood, was not kindness. He hoped 
that the omission of any notice of the situa- 
tion of the sister island was occasioned by 
the absence of any necessity for an extra- 
ordinary exertion of the law, Should such a 
necessity unfortunately arive, and should 
ministers call on the House for an enlarge- 
ment of the executive power, he could as- 
sure them that they should meet with no 
Opposition on his part to any proper mea- 
sure of vigour which they mighi think it 
expedient tg propose.” If there be any 
ground for alarm in Ireland, it, surely, 
should not be kept secret; but, let us hope, 
that, amongst all the subjects, upon which 
this gentleman proposes to offer them ad- 
vice, they will be more backward in listen- 
ing to him here, than any where else! Yes, 
there is no donbt, that the author of this 
speech, and his co-operators, would be very 
far from opposing any ** extraordinary exer- 
tion of the law,” that the ministers might be 
disposed to adopt! There is nobody doubts 
their readiness to join heartily in such mea- 
sures of ** vigour;"’ but, I hope, and I con- 
fidently trust, that the ministers wiJl not have 
recourse to this mode of obtaining their sup- 
port. Hlow fey managed Irelapc, we know. 
Their tenderness to the * Sister Kingdom,” 
is recorded upon the backs of her untortu- 
nate children, few of whom are there but can 
count a father ora brother, or some relation, 
who has tasted of their “ mercy.’ Let us 
hope, that the present ministers will, in thig 
respect, at least, shun theirexample. ‘Tore- 

rember what they did, is to know what 
ought not to be done, in almost every re- 
spect, but particularly with respect to Ire- 
Jand. “ Vigour” indeed! God knows, they 
were Vigorons enough ! jt is easy to be vigo- 
rous and to talk bold, with fiity thousand men 
in arms at one’s back, against an unarmed 
and an almost naked and houseless people. 
= Enlargement of the executive power!” 
What, upon every ramour of discontent; 
upon every slight appearance of popular tus 
mult, would the author of this speech en- 
large the executive power? What an excel- 
lent appeliation, uncer which to. disguise the 
niost hateful and execrable tyranny! The 
constitution, in forming bartiers against the 
exercise of despotic power, contemplated 
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times of discontent and et popular efferves- 


cence ; it was for such seasons especially that 
the laws for the persoual safety and liberty of 
the people were formed, because the free 
expression of the sense of the people was re- 
garded as the only means of bringing back 
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their rulers to the path of moderation. But, 
if, the moment the t 
them, discover symptoms of discontent; if, 
thar moment, the barriers are to be removed 
out of the way; it, that moment  amen- 
Jargenient of the executive power” is to take 
place; Is it not a shamefel deception to 
talk of those barriers, and to hold them up 
as biessings, to prescrve which the people 
are to shed their blood in a conflict with the 
army ef an invader? This soeech has, and 
particularly upon this subject, revived in my 
mind the recollection of the acts of the Put 
administration, which, though’ the present 
ministers have imitated it in but many 
insiances, they will not, I am convinced, 
imitate itin having recourse, unless in cases 
of the very Jast necessity, to ‘ extraordinary 
exertions of the law,” and to ‘ enlarge- 
mentsof the executive power.” [t was un- 
der the Pict administration, that Englishmen 
lived, seven years with the Haleus Corpus 
act suspended. Let this be inscribed upon 
the monument of their dear deceased Jeader ; 
but, let us resolve to do nothing thac shill 
open 2 way for their return to power.—6Oth. 
Jt is truly curious to hear the author of this 
speech, published under the name of Mr 
Perceval, taunt the ministers with @ went o/ 
popularity, as exemplified in the recent 
elections, parucularly those of Hampshire 
and Westminster, and to bear him exult at 
the fall of Mr. Sheridan before Mr. Paull. 
As to Hampshire, whatever part of the po- 
pular voice (in which I include that of all in- 
dependent men) was heard against the mi- 
nisterial candidates, was heard also for Sir 
Francis Burdett; or, at leest, was not heard 
for that set of men, who would fain, if they 
had the abilities to do it, preserve the in- 
fluence, which the all-pervading and degra- 
ding power of Pitt enabled them to exercise. 
This must.be a great consolation to the au- 
thor of the speech; who may be assured, 
too, that, though Mr. Sheridan has: been 
stripped of his popularity, not a rag or a 
thread of the mantle has passed to him or 
any of his associates. The fact: fs, that, 
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lost their popularity, the loss has proceeded 
either from theirnet having, by their-actions 
showu their rooted enmityto the Pitt ev>- 


people, ex any part of 
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’ of having adopted his principles ! 
| diabolical. satisfaction! for it is thus that Sa- 
tan 1s said to reyvice at the perdition of those, 
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tem, or from their having, as in the cases of | 


Mr. Whitbread, Mr. Sheridan; Mr: Tierney, 
and Peter Moore, shown 


themielves the 
friends of that system. This niust ‘be’ a 


great consolation, a fine subject of boasting, | 


with the author of the speech betore us | 
Tt mitst be very satisfactory for him to fiad 
_ that his opponents have been fuined in repu- 
“waitin by having sv acted, as to be suspected 
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whom he has seduced into sin, the au- 
thor of this speech, be he who he may, 
knows very well, that there is ne, popularity 
for him, ov his place-hunting, faction. He 
well knows, that the people, though they 
have seen much to regret in the consuct of 
the present minisiers, in the way both of 
commission and of omission; though. they 
still see much to regret in that conduct; and 
though they fear to see much more, yet, 
that, whatever they have seen in this con- 
duct, they would dread a thousand. times 
more the return to power of the minions of 
Pitt, ‘Lhe ministers. may. possibly so act as 
to gain our hearts; their presentopponents ne- 
ver can; and these opponents know it so weil, 
that they make no attempt in that direction ; 
their appeals, and their hopes, ave all avother 
way; but, that they wall see their projects 
frustrated must bethe prayer of every ivan, for 
were they to succeed, conscious of our hatred 
of them, they would rule us upon uo other 
principle than that of fear; with two hun- 
dred thousand bayonets at their back, they 
would strip us of our very skins, or drive us 
to tear both them and the government to 
pieces———‘* An extraordinary exertion of 
‘© the law!'’. An ‘* enlargement of the exe- 
cutive power!’ Let us not forget these 
words, They convey the idea of spies, Jails, 
tortures, and gibbets. Let us bear them in 
mind; and, Jet us never, in word or in deed, 
shew our disupprebation of the present mi- 
nisters, without at the same time guarding 
our hearts against men who come forward as 
volunteers to offer their services to Oppress, 
to grind, to degrade, to muzzle, and to stifle 
us. ‘The day will come; the day must come, 
when we shall have ample opportunity of 
reminding them of these tyrant-like phrases ; 
and let us still hope, that the present minis- 
ters will give us that opportunity ; but in the 
meanwhile Jet us take care to keep out of the 
clutches of those, who, from a principle ot 
sel{f-preservation, must, if they were to ob- 
tain the power, rule us with scorpions. The 
speech, published under the name of Lord 
Howick, has, [ must eonfess, given-me some 
little ground to hope for a changeof system. 
‘The part about the Duke of Brunswick might, 
Ithink,have been omitted. Jtseems too much 
like an endeavour to. out-did his, opponents, 
and. it certainly.went further than,reason.or 
truth could wargant. “But with this-excep- 
tion; the speech was.manly,, and every .way 
worthy of Mr: Grey. L.for, my,part, auger 


good from it; and, if I ana disappointed,, it 
Will-neither: be the-first time per the-lass,, 
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% A Mr. Homan, a particular friend | staining whén I mentien either him or Mr. 


of Mr. Sheridan, wrote to me twe wecks 
ago, to ask me if I would admit a letter in 
the defence of that gentleman. J caused an 
answer to be given him, that I certainly 
would. He’ has not yet sent it; and this ts 
one of the causes for delaying my intended 
comments upon the Play-actors’ Dinner tothe 
Sheridans; which, however, cannot be de- 
Jayed any longer than next week, whether 
Mr. Homan send his Jetter or not.—In the 
meanwhile, however, I msert a letter from a 
very judicious friend of Mr. Sheridan, sign- 
ed R. W. Let it go without atswer. I have 
opportunities enough of promulgating my 
sentiments ; and I am always glad to have it 
in my power toafford others alike opportu- 
nity Others, indecd, do not deal thus by 
me. No one was ever so foully treated by 
the press as I have been; but, as exnerience 
has taught me, that such treatment seldom 
produces any evil effect, except to those who 
have recourse to it, I feel litle disposed to 
imitate it.——[nmmediately after the letier 
in defence of Mer Sheridan, wil be found 
one addressed to Mr. Whitbread, 
«© What mizhiy perils do environ 
“The man thit ried les wjth cold iron '” 

But not more than environ a conceited 
man that meddle: with te pen and the press! 
Mr. Whitbread thought he was sallying forth 
against foes that wouid tall down at the very 
sound of his name. How cruelly his over- 
weening vanity has deceived him the world 
can now judge. His letter to Sir Fraticis 
Burdett, anu his speeches in favour ot Mr. 
Sheridan, were the eect of unparallaled 
self-conceit. The consequences will, let us 
hope, bé a sett! lesson to him. 

xe Since the above was written, Mr, Ho- 
man’s Defence of Mr. Sheridan has reached 
me, and will be found immediately below. 

DEFENCE OF MR. SHERIDAN. 
TO THE WORTHY AND INDEPENDENT. ELEC- 

TORS OF THE CIYY OF WESTMINSTERS, 

Letter L. 

Having once taken the field against Mr. 

Cobbett in his own paper, I resume my pen, 





thoug) contrary, I know, to the wishes of 


the man I most respect on earth—thanking 
Mr. Cobbett at the same time for the indul- 
gence of inserting my last. observations, 
however directly pointed against himself, and 
for his present promises that he will insert 
every word I shail, in future, send him in 
tie same cause, Whet'er I owe this to the 
rashness of seif confidence, or to feellings 
of yea] candour and sudden contrition, [am 
equally grateful tor his pledge, and I can- 
not prove my gratitude better than by ab- 
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Pauil (torof pheir supporters few know their 
names and tewer their characters) from re- 
torting any part ef the seurrilty which they 
have conceived their cause required them to 
resort to. The present object of my ani- 
mMacversiong is—-THE VERACITY OF MR. COB- 
kerr — We are informed by Mr. Cob- 
bett himself, that Mr. Sheridan ina note te 
his committee of the Shakespear addressed to 
Peter Movoore, expressed himself in 
the tollowimg words, ‘* As to Mr. Cobbett, 
‘* ] must again beg leave to differ from the 
** Commitiee. Believe me there can be no 
“* use in eontinuing to detect and CXpose the 
*© gross and scurrilous untruths which bis 
* nature, his habits, and his cause conrpel 
“ him to dealin. Leave him to himseif; 
‘< rely on it, there is not a wan, woman, or 
** child, to Great Brituin, who believes one 
These are certainly strong 
2nd contemptuows and with all my 
partiality and cevotion to Mr, Sheridan, J 
would not support aim in the application of 
them, unless it Jay within my own reach to 


know and to be able to prove, that never 


ksc., 


ee . ] — a 
word he says, 


M ods, 


was there an observation better applied or 
more fitto be attended to—I mean to enter 
into a short exposition of those reiterated 
falsehoods which render Mr, Cobbett wholly 
unworthy ot @edit by any ‘* one man, wo- 
«man or ehildin Great Britain.” In doing 
this 1 beg you, Electors of Westminsier, to 
observe that Lconot charge Mr.Cobbettwith 
utteving widfud Les. But he has no memory 
when his. imaginaGon and temper are irri- 
tated aud inflamed. I so expressed myst lf 
inmy former letter to him when I said— 
« There is net one syllable of .trath in the 
‘¢ assertion of facts, which you seem so has- 
«© tily to have picked up from rumour and 
‘© hearsay, or so credulously to have adopted 
‘© from the interested malignity of faction. 
In perusing what I now address to your at- 
tention you will at once perceive that | only 
display my -canvass and Jay in my ground, 
reserving your attention to the figures and 
representations that shall hereafter arise 
therefrom.. Mr. Cobbett has announced 
these my promised remarks as an OPFICIAL 
DEFENCE of the Suerinpans, and therefore 
he is graciously pleased to declare that ‘* He 
«« will abstain from saying. any thing more 
«* of the Sheridans untilabe Pubiic bas had 
“ an opportunity of seeing this their de- 
«« fence.” I deprecate his mercy, conscious 
that nothing contd offead My..Sheridan more 
than that the ofticiousness of: my friendship 
in his cause. should have suspended one ex- 
pression of Mr. Cobbett'’s malignity against 
him, <As to the official solemnity whi h 
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wm. it,isan antrath. The dignified contempt 
with which Mr. Sheridaa has through his 
lite retused te notice his libeliers, or in any 
eue instance to prosecute them, is too well 
known to require from me a comment.— 
"Lhe single persom te whom I communicate 
what | write, and to whose comments I 
acknowledge my obligations, is the gentle- 
man whose attention to the tacts I shall pro- 
duce will be signed by his name—a gentle- 
man not unknown to Sir Francis Burdett, 
but entitled, F believe, to be gratefully re- 
membered by him, and attaebed to Mr. 
Sheridan, as } believe, only because he pre- 
fers him as the true aid tried Friend of ge- 
ruine liberty —Now, Gentlemen, in Mr. 
Cobbett’s fourth Letter to the Electors of 
Westminster, he 
respecting me—and | do, with entirely gen- 
ticmanly consideration, thank him for the 
eouriesy with which he has treated me.— 
He says, ‘© Me knows me not, and that he 
«* never before heard my name.”-—I make 
ne pert comment on this assertion, because 
F chink it (although an assertion coming from 
Mr Cobbett) very possible to be true: but 
PE will gratify his curiosity, and really with- 
out intending to disappoint his malice. I 
ain the son of as good. a family as stands in 
the county of Westmeath inJreland, a fa- 
mily nearly allied te one of the first in this 
kKingdem, and the Nephew of the Bishop of 
INilialla, whose admired works are too 
highly distinguished in the literary world 
te» need a coinment from me, aud whose 
published aecount of the proceedings in 
freland, afier be had been made prisoner by 


the French-in his Palace at Killala, are also | 


before the Pablic. I feel the grievances of 
freland, but 1 feel no better mode of redres- 
sng them, than as an Irishman giving my 
most eager and ardent support to MY Dis- 
TINGUISHED 40UNTRYMAN, who appears to 
me the most resolute and the most able man 
to support the cause of My LONG INJURED 
AND ENSULTED counrry.—Thus far, Sir, 
£ tell you who Iam. 1 add asa sliglit 
excuse for my earnestness in the cause— 
though sure } am a motive not operating 
ev iy mind—-that I have the happiness to 
be allied by marriage to Mr. Sheridan, which 
has afforded me. opportupities of better 
Knowing, atl consequently of inercasing 
my respect. for his character—and now I 
hope Mr. Cobbett is satisfied who J am.— 
{ pow, Gegitlemen; mean to announce to 


thus expresses himself 
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Mr. Cobbett chooses to give to.my corres- 
pondence with him, L can only assest that 
the palpable insinuation by which he means 
to give importance to that correspondence, 
namely, that the Sheridans are concerned 
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you, that unless Mr. Cobbett shrinks and 
flinehes from his pledge of allowing me fair 
play in his paper, J will follow him througly 
all the attacks he has made, os may here- 
after make en Mr. Sheridaa; and { pledge 
myself to refute all his calammies and to 
shew that Mr. Sheridan's eonduct through- 
oat the Westminster Election has not only 
been without a bjot, but has evinced prin- 
ciples and conduct which justly eatitle bim 
to the affectionate esteend which | know 
the great mujority of all that is respectable 
among you feel for him. HH I have not 
eotue forward at the time Mr. Cobbett had 
undoubtedly a right to expect, I have ex- 
plained my reasons and made ney apology 
to his friend Mr. Wright; and I confess, 
that after Mr. Cobbett’s tremendous annun- 
ciation of the vigour of his libel against 
Mr. Sheridan on Saturday next, F wished to 
wait to Jook at it. One remark only more— 
Mr. Cobbett’s boasted attack is to be on the 
Play Actors’ Dinner (as he is pleased to 
style it) at the Old Shakespear Tavern, 
Mr. Cobbett has an adventurous and inge- 
nious way of assuming that every news- 
paper report of every public dinner, toasts, 
speeches, &c. are exactly correet ; and he 


! gives. the most solemn authentictty to that 
' account, Which it best suits his purpose to 


| answer. 


| dinner. 








In the present instance however, 
he must fail ridiculously. No report was 
or could be made of what passed at that 
It was entirely of a-private nature ; 
and | positively assert, that nor one of the 
respectable class of gentlemen connected 
with the press, who occasionally take their 
tickets-at real pute dinners on public ecca- 
sions was present: any stray paragraphs, 
therefore, which may have stolen into the 
papers on the subject have most probably 
been sent by persons, like Mr. Cobbett, 
sorely afflicted at the enthusiastic veneration 
expressed, for our Member by those who, 
however Mr. Cobbett may dare to stigmatize 
their profession, have had the very best 
opportunities of estimating Mr. Sheridan's 
worth and character —I have the houour to 
be, Gentlemen, with the greatest respect, 
yours, &c. 
Freperick Homan. 

Tuesday, Dec. 23, 1800. , 





ME, SHERIDAN. .. - 

Str,—I not orly admit the propriety of 
closely investigating the conduct. of public 
men on all measures, bot highly approve of 
such investigation to the fullest extent; . yet, 
Sir, I by no meansiadmit the justice, or pro- 
priety, of holding up a man as void of all 
principle, and thereby consigning him to 
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public infamy, asa character never again to 
be confided in, because it should have un- 
fortunately happeved, that his conduct sheuld 
in some instances have rendered hina Jiable 
to suspicion, and he should oa some occa- 
sions haye supported measures which might 
appear wmconsistent with the principles and 
maxims by which his political life has been 
euided. I must allow, when this apparent 
change of conduct has taken place upon the 
individual coming inte the possession of place 
aud emolumeat, appearances ate decidedly 
against him; but, Sir, iw that case, let us 
examine his. conduct; let us expose his 
eitors; let us expostulate, but do not Jet us 
too hastily attribute a final departure from 
principle, and condema his motives: we 
are at best but -frail machines, continually 
the sport ef passions and prejudices; let us 
then endeavour to bring back such a man to 
his duty, before we give him up as lost to 
the public cause. You have yourself, Sir; 
been in lamentable error; aad 1 know of 
no! hing more honourable to you, than the 
matkiness with which you have acknowledged 
it. My insignificauce has not sheltered me 
from your attacks, and for opinions which 
yeu now highly approve, and which you 
have since more ably enforced. —These ob- 
servations have arisen, Sir, from the various 
attacks you have made on the conduct and 
character of Mr. Sheridan ; I mean not here 
to vindicate him, nor even to enter into a 
discussion on the subiect; but hope to be 
allowed to say, that so far as] have been 
able to form a judgment upon his  partlia- 
mentary conduct, I have generally approved 
it; L must be understood to mean previous 
to his acceptation of office; for, I believe, 
since, then he has scarcely appeared in the 
House, which is undoubtedly a subject of 
heavy complaint against him, His talents, 
when seriously exerted, are unqnestionably 
great; his sentiments have ever been con- 
genial with the great principles of liverty, 
upon which our constitution is founded. 
You know, Sir, what a great philosopher 
and statesman hag proved, “ that it is hard 
to make an empty bag stand upright ;” and 
yet, Sir, Mr. Sherican, under continual pe- 
cuniary embarrassments, as we are led to 
believe (arising, perhaps, from his own in- 
discretions), and which would havrene dered 
the, seducements of office almost irresistible, 
and. with the object beyond doubt within his 
each, has for more thaw twenty years, dis- 
sgovered a constancy hirdly to be Jooked for, 
under. such ‘citcumstantes, im these -degne- 
Kate times, and resolute! y withstood every 
assault of that kind,: Some tmerit must at 
Aiast be allowed him, in withstanding such 
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temptation. I certainly consider it, Sir, 
highly insulting to the country, to call upon 
the sutfering people to make sucrifives, and 
to submit to privations, when the persons 
thus calling upoa them, so far from giving 
them an example by making any sacrifices 
themselves, are lavishing the public treasure, 
and seem solely ocenpied in providing for 
thensselyes and families at the expense of 
the nation, and out of those taxes which are, 
according to a phrase from Mr. Sheridan 
himself, ‘wrung from the credulity of the 
people.”"—Yet, Sir, Mr. Sheridan is but new 
an elhice; there are many who heve for a 
lergth of time been fattening on the cor- 
ruptions ef the state, with whom 7 should 
first begin; I cenceive, therefore, you de 
not act with strict impartiality by directing 
your artillery chiefly at him, and making 
him appear the most prominent figure i the 
piece. It is not a new office, nor has itt 
created any additioual charge upon the pub- 
lic. I would not quarrel with him merely 
for accepting that plice, provided the aban- 
dons not the principles he has professed 5 
nor should 1 think he receives his salary ‘tar 
nothing, if he yet directs his efforts towards 
accomplisuing those great objects he has ut 
different times declared to be so essemtial te 
the peace, liberty, and happiness of ithe 
country. As to his son, his places, or pre- 
tensions, I kuow nothing conceraing him 
orthem, I shall theretoré leave him in your 
hands. If Mr. Sheridan has not yet pro- 
posed or supported, since his elevation into 
oftice, any of those measures calculated to 
alleviate the sufferings of the people, and to 
restore the country to the full benefits of the 
constitution, I trust that, at least, it is te 
be attributed to nothing worse than imdo- 
lence of disposition; let us hope that be only 
requires to be called back to his duty, and 
that we shall see him, with energy and vi- 
go, exerting himself, not merely to recon- 
cile the people to great sacrifices, but to pro- 
mote those reformations and rational objects 
which the situation of the country so impe- 
riously require. These things, 1 should 
hope, have been sufficiently impressed upou 
him; should be, therefore, remain insensi- 
ble to his duty, Ihave no hesitation im say- 
ing, he has given vp the cause, aud ouglt 
himself to be given up by every friend to 
the country. Ibeg now to give you, Si, 
some extracts from: a speech made by Mr. 
Sheridan, some years ago, by which the 
public, as well as himself, will be reminded 
of sentiments which certainly did him ho- 
nour; and if a reformation of the abuses he 
complained of was then ecessaty, the in- 
| creased ditheulties of the cogntty sine thut 
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seat ihe present time. On the 15th day 
et March 1797, Mr. Harrison moved, in 
the House’ <f Conimons, atid» Lord John 
Russell seconded, the! following motion’ 
** That the extent of the ‘supplies vored to 
** Government, since the commencement 6f 
‘* the present war, having caused so heavy 
** an inerease of taxes, it is the duty of this 
‘* hotfse'to inquire, whether some felief to 
the burthens of the people, or provision 
** for further expenses, may not be obtained 
‘by the reductiot of useless places, sine 
‘* enre ‘offices, exorbitant fees, and other 
** modes of retrenchment -in the expendi- 
‘* ture of the public money.” Mr. She- 
rian, in the coutse of along speech, spoke 
as: follows -——** L say, the minister himself 
‘*-holds some things which ought to be 
** Jopped off. Wilt he tell exacily what his 





” at 
none of them are received by him but’for 
‘* proper ‘services rendered to the public ? 
** He then read a paper, stating, that a gen- 
tleman sitting opposite (Mr. Rose) was, 
‘* with a salary of 3,200!. a year, Clerk of 


they are absolutely necessary, and 


se 


4¢ 


‘¢ Parliament, that is, Clerk to the House 
** of Lords; 4,000], Master of the Pleas, 


with another large salary, and several other 
“* othees, which iv aj) make 10,0001. a year. 
Iam not denying the merit of the hon. 
gentleman; but, for God's sake, Jet us 
understand the thing as it is; Jet us ask 
wheiher all these offices are performed by 
that hon. gentleman ? and then let us ask 
ourselves, whether there is any thing here 
that may with safety to the pubiic be 
lopped off ? Suppose we turn our eyes 
to the situation of the right hon. gentle- 
man himself (Mr. Pitt), l believe he holds 
some which are hot very laborious ; or if 
we take a view of the situation of a noble 
lord, a near connection of his (Lord Gren- 
ville), who for a short time filled that 
chair, he: holds a ‘great sinecure office, 
which was given him some time ago ; 
and whatever may be his merits, it: is 
certain that he has not earned that sine- 
cure by a very long or very laborious em- 
ployment in “tlie public service.” (Al- . 
luding, it is presumed, to the~smecure, to 
enable him to: hold which aye Act of Parlia- 
ment was lately passed.) After some other 
observations to the same effect, Mr. Sheridan 
continued" Is there not a&generabopinion 
** abroad, that these things aré gvieyoussand- 
** that by Topping “many of them: off}_the 
‘* public may have. considerable relief ?}— 
“* ‘Tbe-atinister seems to be-afraid of de- 
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own fees are? and will be maintain that | 
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part you took, and I kave neither C Tight 
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reduction of useless plices ina pecuniary 


sense merely; but’! Jé6k -to the effect 
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destroy thet influence which has contri- 
buted so much to our undoing. Does 
‘* the minister reflect upon the impression 
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bribery he has employed to gain votes in 
this house in advising bis majesty to make 
so lavish a distribution of the peerage ? 
‘There are no less than’ 160 peers created 
‘since the commencement: of the present 
administration. When we see the. people 
‘* ‘suffering under their burthens with such 
** admirable patience, have weno reason to 
** apprehend they will reflect on these 
things? This will shew them, that every 
‘© putlic man whe obtains rewards from the 
“ minister, only thinks on his own interest, 
‘© without the least regard to the pul.ic wel- 
‘* fare.’ -—Whatever may be your opinie 
on, Sir, of the man, saffer me to hope, that 
these impressions are not entirely effaced 
from the mind of Mr. Sheridan; or, 
should the above extracts fall under his eye, 
that they may rouse him from his present 
sloth and inaction, to a noble and persever- 
ing exertion of his powers, to reform these 
shametul abuses, and to restore to the people 
their constitutional rights, by which he may 
retrieve his character in the public estimati- 
a . . 
on, and yet be looked to as a friend to hig 
country.—TI have the honour to be, 
Sir, your obedient Servant. 

IVinchmore Hill, Dec. 15, 1806. — BR. W. 
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TO SAMUEL WHITBREAD, ESQ. M.P, 
1, Upon Placemen in Parliament.—1I. Upon Coali- 
tidn of Party Leaders. 

Stz,—As the agitation of the general 
election is now over, and the passions which 
have been foused by it are agdin allowed to 
sleep, it is natiral that every man who hag 
been much engaged in it should’ review the 
part which he hasacted; and that’ ‘f the still 
small yoice” of reasen, which may haye been 
unheard amid the rade brawls of party men, 
should at length call up before us our past 
conduct, togethéF with the motive to which 
it owed its birth —It is my wish, in address- 
ing you, to aid ‘this fiiward inonitor;, since 
yoll, Sit, ive Beepty agian aie oe 









the contests for Mide yes ae Aan 
la @ printed Jettey to Sir Francis Burdett, you 
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from such a resource as this. “I can tell 


which that reduction will’ have—it will 7 


him the public have gréat’ expectations) _ 


it properly the publicowill trot be -delud- 4 4 
ed.— =I do not lock to: relief by. a Be 
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nor the wish to. deny, that these were, in 
truth, the. grounds upon which yor acted.— 
They resolve, themselves_into. two.—1, The 
censure which Sir Franci ‘is Burdett, had pass- 
ed, generally, upon coalitions of party lead- 
LT ; and, 2. The.unconsti itutional tendency 
(for so you. thought it!) of his language. as 
to the seats of placemen in the House of 
Commons., Indeed, you touch upon other 
points: bat the two,which I have Megtiqn- 
ed seem to be the main; and, upon eagh of 
these I had purposed troubling you with a 
letter. But, [ have been antici “ipated as to 
the latter of them, by Sir Francis Burdett’s 
own address to the Freeholders of Middlesex, 
where the clause, .which he quotes from the 
12 and 13, W,.3., the statute which elevated 
the reigning family. to.a throne, must con- 
vince you that his jidea as to the seats of 
placemen, in parliament, j is not that uncon- 
stitutional novelty you strangely supposed it. 
——Yet,asa place- bill has ‘been a favourite 
plau with many,of our, most esicemed pa- 
triols, J will shortly trage, not the history of 
that measure, but afew facts relating to it — 
In 1692, a bill of. this nature was cartied 
through the Hoyse of, Commons, 
throws out, at that” time, by the .Lords, 
(though by a majority of only two), it was 
again brought urdlin the next year, and 
passed t hrough boih Houses, but was reject- 
ed by the King *. 
once more took up the principle, which at 
last receiyed the sanction of the whole legis- 
lature #2701, when, by a’restriction in the 
‘« Succession Bill,” it becaime’a part of our 
constitutional Jaw.—I naight here enumerate 
the reiterated attempts which, since the re- 
peal of this measure, have been made to re- 
vive it; together with the instructions of 
whole counties to their representors to that 
effect, and might name the great and virtu- 
ous stipporters of the liberties of Knglishmen, 
whom it has found for its advocates s, at all 
times, and both w ithin and without the 
walls . of parliament... Bit, I will only trou- 
ble you with a Resolution which was passed 
by the Hrecholdets of Mippvesex i in.1772. 
‘ Resolved, ‘ That it isthe opinion of 
« the Frecholders of the County of Mip- 
“* DLESEX that a return to the ancient mode 
‘« of representation. jn, short parliaments, 
« and a bill for the exclusion of placemen 
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and pansioners from the, Youse of Come’ 
Nong, is the most likely method of obtains 
ing a redress of the various grievances un 
der which the subjects of this. kingdom 
* Jabour,”’—-So thought the Freeholders of 
ied in, 1773:, while. youy. Mr, 

WHITBREAD, aud you’ friends*, have not 
that. ‘* doctyine”’. te 
hew ane, but as such have urged it-against a 


candidate ter the very county where the 
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| electors had long. since, aud thus publicly 


| example— 
In 1006, the Commons | 
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I am much 
chie fly to denied your 


made it their own.—Really, Sir, 
ata Joss, whether 


place which you have so happily selected for 
displaying it. 

Sik, I now come to that part of yeur 
letter which relates to the coalition 1 of party 
leaders, though without purposing to follow 
you through ajl your argument or al) your 
declamation: mere. general  teasouling i a 
field. where we might long wander without 
meeting. But the. history if our country) is 
matter of fact; end a. fact,. tobe, disputed, 
must be fa irly met and ope nly encountered, 
— You fix upon 2 cealition of Whig and To- 
ry Jeaders about the time, of tlie revolution 
in, 1O$$, not only: as throwing light upon the 
subject at large,, but as tendi ng, even to 
sanctify, in your eyes, other coalitions by its 
‘* You assume’. (say you to Sir 
Vrancis Burdett) ‘‘ that whenever the lead- 
“ ers of contending. parties in a state unite, 
© that it never is in fayour.of the people, 
| © and that tHe histary of a world bears 
|< evidence of the-truth of your assertion. 
** It appears to me’ (you pte th * that 
« the doctrine you-maintain, that the politi. 
© cal animosities of hovest men must be ir- 
‘* reconcileable, is most fatal ta the exist- 
© ence of a popular government, and ificar- 
‘* ried to the extreme must tend to the sub- 
 jugation of the country, or, to (he aban- 
“* donment of liberty, in orderto obtain se- 
“* curity from foreign conquest: and to 
*€ history J refer you for the fact, shat ifthe 





| *€ heads of discordant parties could not ‘be 


* united in the cause of Ahe people, the re- 
© volution of 1688 in which we glory could 
* not have been brought about.” Now, 
Sir, it is clear to me, that the revolution in 
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* Mr. O'Brvex too, has pronounced this 
* doctrine” to be “ neither English, nor 





« Trengh, nor Greek, nor Roman, but oe 
© tally original, wholly yea,” and the 
lic: ch page represent Mr. Tig®nkx to- 
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1688, was,not “ broug. 
coalition of party leaders, be 
by a coalition of this kind ‘thas ws real prin- 
ciples were sacrificed, and the new settlemen! 
brought into danger.—Uere, then, we are 
at issue, and let history decide between us. 
From that, we Jearn, that when the Prince 
of Orange landed in our country, and, in- 
deed, for a considerable time before this, the 
whole people down to the very soldiery and 
fleet, being at once alarmed by the prospect 
of popery and discontented from oppressions, 
were united, as one man, against their king ; 
and, that all which the party-leaders did, and 
all, indeed, which they could do, either 
When they first invited the Prince of Orange, 
or afterward, when they joined him, was to 
take advantage, each for his own purpose, o! 
this strong and national feeling. —*‘* When 
** the news of his” (the Prince’s) ‘* landing 
** was spread through England, he was wel- 
** comed by the universal acclamations ot 
* the people. He had the hands, the hearts, 
** and the prayers of a// honest men ip the 
© nation. Every one thought the Jong wish- 
« ed for time of their deliverance was come. 
** King James was deserted! by his own fa- 
“‘ mily, bis court, and his army. The 
0 ground be stood upon mouldered under 
« him.” (Trenchard’s excellent History of 
- Standing Armies.)—See, Sir, the portrait of 
those tines as drawn by an eye witness of 
them. Yet, you could discover in. this 
burst of general indignation nothing but a 
coalition between ‘ the heads of discordant 
parties,” But, with the fact and the autho- 
rity for it now before us, it is manifest that 
the Revolution ‘was ‘* brought about” by an 
union of a very different kind; and one, too, 
which does not at all bear upon your ques- 
tion with Sir Irancis Burdett; for he has 
never disputed that an union of ** the hands 
and hearts and prayers,” as this was, of the 
whole ‘ people” would be meant at least, 
tor their own benefit. —Afterward, it is true, 
William became a dabbler in coalitions; and 
one of party-men, such as that which you 
speak of, did, indeed, take place, though not 
ull after he was seated on the throne. Even 
then, some time passed before it was com- 
pletely formed, and the most corrupt means 
were employ ed to cement it. I will not de- 
jay you with the particulars of this*, but has- 


——- 


* But, though I will not enter isto these 
particulars, Bishop Burnett will. He tells 
us, that Sir John Trevor, (who was Speaker 
of the House of Commons) was ‘ a bold 
** and dexterous man, who knew the most 
** effectual way of recommending himself to 
every government, Being a Tory in prin- 
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— s erse \ hg” fo Mr, Whitlread. 


at, it was | ‘ 4y® prove ; }meau the sa ‘ifices 
SiAKA A Coalition led to —It led, then, to the’ 
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ine ly {de second point which I shall 


sacrifice of a great principle, when it re- 
lieved the minis‘ers of Jamies fro:a responsi- 
bility. ‘That coalition was, from its outset, 
in direct contrast With all mnanly sentiment, 
and with the eenerous maxim of our law, 
while it Jeft the prince an es ile, not only 
screened his “evil counsellors” from inquiry, 
but even brough t them into the cioset of the 
newly chosen king; thougi Wililam had 
himself ** declared” that he stood in need of 
an army to protect lnm from their ‘* vio- 
lence *."——[ am 2s tar, Sir, as you can be, 
from arraigning that rivhte us ju dement 
which cashiered a king, ~ who had abused 
those powers which the constitution had en- 
trusted to himy, and usurped others which, it 
had not; who had, moreover, influenced 
elections to the House of Commons, and 
pretended even, to dispense with the laws 
themselves. Ail these were beyond doubt 
measures of decided guilt, and such as should 
have led, likewise, to the Lipeere an both 
of those who had contrived, and those who 
had executed them. Can wé look, without 
disgust, at such coalitions as not only shel- 
tered those ministers trom justice, but re- 
stored them to office and power—as placed 
Lord SuNDERLAND, for instance, first in the 
favour of the new King, and Kirk (even 


ee 
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‘* ciple, he pnileciciok to manage that party, 
** provided he was furnished with such 
‘‘ sums of money as might purchase some 
** votes,” 

* See the Declaration by the Prince of 
Orange: where he also says, that a ‘* law- 
ful parliament would bring them to account” 
and brand them as ‘ conspirators” against 
the * religion, lives, and liberties of the sub- 
ject."—The writer of a letter, (supposed to 
be Mr., afterwards Marquis of, Wharton) to 
King William, reminds him of the evils 
which surround him, and points out the 
measures which brought them on. From 
this letter (which is well worth the reading) 
it seems that the people of those days did 
not think this “* union of the heads of dis- 
cordant parties,” was in their (the people's) 
‘ favour.” For the writer telling him that 
he had ‘* lost the hearts of great part of his 
people,” ascribes this to his ‘* gathering to- 
gether King James's army ;"" and ‘* that 
many of King James’s friends, and others, 
known enemies to the laws and government 
ot England, were received into his (Wil- 
Jian’ s) councils, and promoted to places of 
greatest trust.” [See Appendix to Sir J. 
Palrymple’s Memoirs. 
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Kirk!!!) at the head of an expedition for 
the relief of the Irish Protestants? For con- 
sistency’s sake, must we not regret that the 
zeal of an enraged people, and the workings 
of an ** ardent mind” should have shortened 


the life of Jerrrizs? A few months more 
might have replaced that “ venerable” judge 
upon the woolsack ;. and. the Whigs. of our 
day might have then, held out to us a _coali- 
lition even more comprehensive” than it 
was, or boasted of an administration built 


upon a still ‘* broader basis.’""——But, the 


mischiefs, which took their rise from this 
principle of ** uniting the heads of discor- 
dant parties,” did not end even here; for 
these corrupt ministers of James, who had 
been again brought into office under William 
employed all the means which their situa- 
tion gave them in aiding their former mas- 
ter; and, for the express purpose of bringing 
back a king in whose crimes they had, them-~ 
selves shared, and whose fortunes they had 
once abandoned, they not only plotted with 
him the risings of their own countrymen, 
and the landing of French forces in Evgland, 
but traitorously gave notice to the French 
court of those warlike expeditions which the 
English government was preparing against 
France, both as to the time and points of at- 
tack; so that it is wonderful how the new 
settlement could ever stand, while it was in 
this manner betrayed by those ‘‘ evil coun- 
sellors” to whom the coalition of party-lead- 
ers had given these powerful means of be- 
traying it, by screening them, in the first in- 
stance, from punishment, and, afterwards 
bringing them into places of trust and pow- 
er.-- Such, Sir, is the point of view in»which 
I and many more have looked at this subject. 
I might, at first, have cuestioned your rea- 
soning, and disputed the inference you seem 
to draw, that coalitions in general are right, 
because one coalition made, too, under very 


peculiar circumstances, apneared to you to | 


be so. But, I thought it the more manly 
way to meet you upon a fact of your own 
choosing. : 1 
fact, 1 haye endeavoured to show (as I un- 
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dertook to do) that the Revolution in 1688, 
was not brought about ly any coalition of 
party-leaders ; that on the contrary, it was 
by a coalition of this kind its real principles 
were sacrificed, and the new settlement 
itself trought into danger.——1 trust that I 
bdve established my point; though, froma 
wish that I might not weary you, J have re- 
jected many proofs which crouded on my 
mind. Jtis a point of high interest in the 
history of our country; and, doubly so, now 
it affects, in some measure, the political par- 
ties of our own time; especially that party 
whose leaders. would, by thisexample, justify 
their own coalitions; and thongh a topic of 
the day has, indeed, called out the reinarks 
which I have made, both as to the Revolution 
itself, and as to the seats of placemen in the 





Differing from you as to that | ; 
‘ | clared, declared:by every measure taken by 


| 


| House of Commons; yet if these remarks 
shall lead, either you, Sir, to reflect upon 
| the facts which they apply to, or any other 
| persons duly to estimate the present Whig 
| party, they may be useful in their effects, 
not ouly after your letter, Str, and mine, 
| but even the political animosities which gave 
rise tothem, shal] have died away.—I h ive 
' the honour to he, Sir, your very obedient 


servant, —J, P.— Dee. 14, 1809. 


PUBLIC PAPER. 
PRUSSIAN DECLARADION. 

Dated from the Head Qaarters at Erfurt, 
Oct. Q, 180 p= Connued from p. gov. 
These were. all preludes to the steps he 

took- against Prussia; we now approach the 





hor treaties with France, but humiliation and 
| loss; one single advantage remained.. The 
| fate of Hanover was in her power: and in 
her power it must remain, unless the last 
| pledge of the security of the N rth were an- 
| snihilated. Napoleon had sojemnmy guaran- 
| teed this state of things, yet he ne sotiated 
| with England on the basis of the restoration 
| of the electorate. The king is in “possession 
| of the proots. War was now 1p fact de- 
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‘moment which determined his majesty 
Prussia had hitherto derived nothing from 
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France. Every month produced a new no- 
tification of the return of his army; but on 
one frivolous pretext or another, it was still 
continued in Germany, and for what pur- 
poses ? Gracious Heaven! to eradicate the 
last trace of sovereignty among the Germans 
to treat kings as governors appointed by him- 
self; to drag before military tribunals, citi- 
zens only responsible to their own govern- 
ments; to declare others outlaws who lived 
peaceably in foreign .states under foreign 
sovereigns, and even in the capital of a Ger- 
man Emperor, because they had published 
writings in which. the French government, 
or at least its despotism, was attacked, and 
this at the time when that same government 
daily permitted hired libellers to attack, un- 
der its protection, the honour of all crowned 
heads, and the most sacred feelings of ma- 
tions. ‘These armies were in no manner di- 
minished, but continually reinforced dnd 
augmented, and continually advanced nearer 
to the frontiers of Prussia or her allies, till 
they at length took a position which could 
only menace Prussia, and were even assem- 
bled in force in Westphalia, which certainly 
was not the road to the mouths of the Cat- 
taro.—It was no longer doubtful that Napo- 
leon had determined to overwhelm Prussia 
with war, or to render her for ever incapable 
of war, since he was leading her from humi- 
lation to humiliation, til she should be re- 


POLITICAL REGISTER.—Prussian Declaration, 


duced to such a state of political degradation | 


aiid feebleness, that, deprived of every de- 
fence, she could have no other will than that 
of her forniidable neighbour.—The king de- 
layed no longer, He assembled his army. 
General Knoblesdorff was sent to Paris with 
the final declarations of his majesty. Only 
one measure remained which could give se- 
curity to the King, which was the return of 
the French troops over the Rhine. The 
time for discussion was past, though the ca- 
binet of St. Cloud appeared still desirous to 
protract it. General Knoblesdorff had or- 
ders to insist on this demand. It was not 
the whole of the king’s just demands, but it 
was necessary that it should be the first, 
since it-was the condition of his future exist- 
ence. The acceptance or refusal of it must 


‘shew the real sentiments of the French. Em- 


peror.—Unmeaning professions, arguments, 
the real value of which Were known, byflong 
experienve, were the only answers the. king 
received. Fa¥ “from the French army being 
recalled, it was alinounced that it would be 
reinforced; but, with an -haughtiness still 
more remarkable than this retusal,- an. offer 


was made that the troops which had advanced 


into Westphaligshould return home, if Prus- 
sia would deSist from her preparations. ‘Fhis 
2% ae 











was notall. It was insolently notified to the 
king’s ministers that the cities of Hamburgh,. 
Bremen, and Lubec; would not-be allowed 
to join the northern confederation, but. that 
France would take them under her. protec- 
tion, in the same manner as in the other 


confederation she had given away cities and . 


promulgated laws, without permitting any 
other power to make the least pretension. 
The king was required fo suffer a foreign in- 
terest to be introduced into the heart of his 
monarchy. Another contrast of conduct in- 
censed the king to the utmost. He received 
from the emperor a letter full of those as- 
surances of esteem which, certainly when 
they do not accord with facts, are to be con- 
sidered as nothing, but which the dignity of 
sovereigns renders a duty to themselves even 
when on the eve of war. Yet a few days 
afterwards, at a moment when the sword 
was not yet drawn, when the minister of the 
emperor endeavoured to mislead those of the 
king by assurances on assurances, of the 
friendly intentions of France, the Publiciste 
of the 16th of September appeared with a 
diatribe against the king and the Prussian 
state, in a style worthy of the most disgrace- 
ful periods of the revolution : instilting to 
the nation, and what in other times than 
ours would have been considered as amount- 
ing to a declaration of war. The king can 
treat slanders that are merely abusive with 
cpntempt, but-when these slanders contri- 
bute to explain the real state of things, it 
would be unwise to treat them merely with 


contempt.—The last doubt had now disap-: 


peared ; troops marched from the interior of 
France towards the Rhine. ‘The intent to 
attack Prussia was clear and certain. 
king ordered a note to be transmitted by Ge- 
neral Knobelsdortt, containing the conditions 
on which he was ready to come to an accom- 
modation. These conditions were—1. That 
the French troops will immediately evacuate 
Germany.—2. That France would oppose 
no obstacle to the formation of the northern 
confederacy ; and that the confederacy might 
embrace all the larger and smaller states, not 
included in the fundamental act of the ‘con- 
federation of the Rhine.—3. ‘That a nego- 
tiation should immediately be commenced, 
for the adjustment of all differences still in 
dispute: a preliminary. article of . which 
should be the restoration of the three abbeys 
and the separation of the townot Wesel 
from the French empire.—These_ conditions 


speak for themselves: they shew, how mo- 


derate the king, even at this moment, has 


been in his demands, and how much the- 


maiptenance of peace, if France wishes peace 
depends upon France herseit. The term 
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swet. The king can henceforth contide the 
hoyour and safety of his crown only to arms, 
he has recourse to them with pain, since a 
glory purchased by the tears of his people 
was never his wish ; but he has recourse to 
them with the tranquillity of confidence, 
since his cause is just. 


Jo be continued. 





DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPER. 


Kings Speech.—On Friday the 1yth of De- 
cember 1800, the two Houses of Parlia- 
ment having met, the Session was opened by 


Commission with the following Speech, 
wiich was read ly the Lord Chancellor. 


My Lords, and Gentlemen,—His Ma- 
jesty has commanded us to assure you, that, 
in the difficult and arduous circumstances 
under which you are now assembled, it is a 
great Satisfactidn to Him to recur to the 
Kirmness and Wisdom ot His Parliament, af- 
ter so recent an Opportunity of collecting 
the Sense of his People —His Majesty _ has 
ordered the Papers which have been exchan- 
ged in the course of the late negéciation with 
F-ance to be laid before you. His Majesty 
has employed every effort tor the restoration 
of general tranquility on terms consistent 
with the interests and honour of his peopie, 
and with that inviolable good faith towards 
his allies, by which the conduct of this coun- 
try has always been distinguished.—The am- 
bition and injustice of the enemy disappoint- 
ed these endeavours, and in the same moment 
kindled a fresh war in Europe, the progress 
of which has been attended withthe most ca- 
lamitous events. After witnessing the sub- 
version of the ancient constitution of Ger- 
many, and the subjugation of a large propor- 
tion of its mest considerable states, Prussia 
found herseif still more nearly threatened hy 
that danger which she had vainly hoped to 
avert by so many sacrifices. She was, 
therefore, at length compelled to adopt the 
resolution of openly resisting this unremitted 
system of aggrandisement and conquest. 
But neither this determination, nor the suc- 
ceeding measures, were previously concerted 
with His Majesty ; nor had any disposition 
been shewn to offer any adequate satisfaction 
for those aggressions which had placed the 
two countries in a state of mutual hostility. 
—Yet, in this situation, His Majesty did not 


~ 


DECEMBER 20, 1806.—King's Speech. 


peremptorily fixed by the king for the deci- 
sion of peace ot war has elapsed. His ma* 
jesty has not received the answer of the ca- 
binet of St. Cloud, or rather the preparations 


he sees around him, daily give him that an- 
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hesitate to adopt, without delay, such mea- 
sures as were best calculated to unite their 
councils and interests against the common 
enemy. The rapid course of calamitics 
which ensued opposed insurmountable diffie 
culties to the execution of this purpose. Ih 
the midst of these trying circumstances, the 
good faith of His Majesty's allies has remain- 
ed unshaken, The conduct of the King of 
Sweden has been distinguished by the most 
honourable firmness. Between His Majesty 
and the Emperor of Russia the happiest union 
subsists—It has been cemented by reciprocal 
proofs of good faith and confidence ; and 
His Majesty doubts not that you will partici- 
pate in his anxiety to cultivate and confirm 
an alliance which affords the best remain- 
ing hope of safety for the continent ‘of 
Europe. 

Gentlemen of the House of Commons,— 
His Majesty looks with confidence to your 
assistance in those exertions which the ho- 
nor and independance of your country de- 
mand. The necessity of adding to the public 
burthens will be painful to your feelings, and 
is deeply distressing 'to His Majesty. In 
considering the estimates for the various 
branches of the publie service, you will best 
consult his Majesty's wishes by combining 
all practicable economy with those efloria 
which is necessary to njake against the for- 
midable and increasing. power of the enemy; 

My Lords, and Gentlemen,—The long 
serics of misfortune which has afflicted the 
continent of Eurepe could not fail to afleer 
in some degree many important interests of 
this country. But ander every successive 
difficulty His Majesty bas had the satisfaction 
of witnessing an increasing energy and firm- 
ness on the part of his people, whose uniform 


» detesmined resistance has been no less ad- 


vantageous than honourable to themselves, 
and has exhibited the most striking example 
to the surrounding natigus.—- The un- 
conquerable valour and discipline of lis 
Majesty's fleets and armies continue to be 


| displayed with undiminished lustre: the great 





sources of our prosperity and strength are 
unimpaired ; por has the British nation been 
at any time more united in sentiment and ac- 
tion, or more determined to maintain ipyio- 
late the independance of the gmpire, and the 
dignity of the national character.—With 


these advantages, and with an humble rele | 


ance on the protection of divine Providence, 
His Majésty is prepared to mect the exigen- 


cies of this great crisis, assured of receiving 


the fullest support from the wisdom of your 
deliberations, and from the tried affection, 


loyalty, and public spirit of his brave pevple. 
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